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Friends Worship Center

Friends Worship Center welcomed new pastor Adam Garabrandt, his wife Christina,
and their family on Sunday! We are so excited to see what God has in store for FWC
with Pastor Adam at the reins!

Bike Ride Update
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Cornerstone Community

Cornerstone Community Church in Saxapahaw, North Carolina
enjoyed an outdoor concert with gospel group, The Churchmen
on May 2nd. Over 200 people from the church and community
gathered for gospel music and a complimentary hotdog lunch.
This was the first big event for Cornerstone in over a year and
it was a rousing success! The best part: one young man came
forward to re-dedicate his life to the Lord at the end of the
service. God is good! 

Fear not, for I am with
you; be not dismayed, for

I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help
you, I will uphold you with
my righteous right hand.

ISAIAH 41 : 10
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Bike Ride Update

Ed and Brenda Walsh made it from Cincinnati to Cleveland last week!
They dipped their back tires in the Ohio River and pedaled all the way
across the state to dip their front tires in Lake Erie! Altogether, the
Walsh's raised $1,458.75 for the Malone University Certificate in
Practical Ministry Program! Thank you for your support!
Donations can still be made by clicking here

Behold, God is my
helper; the Lord is

the upholder of
my life.

PSALM 54 :4
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My help comes from
the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.

PSALM 121 :2
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Employment Opportunity

Penn Friends Community Church Cassopolis, MI. Lead Pastor Position: rkarkosky@gmail.com

Cornerstone Community Church of Saxapahaw Lead Pastor Position joelmann54@att.net

Orange Friends Church in Lewis Center Director of Outreach and Family Life. Please send resume
and cover letter to office@orangefriendschurch.org. Click here for job description.

East Goshen Friends is seeking a Next Generation Director to oversee children and youth
ministry. This is a part time position (15/hrs week). eastgoshen@gmail.com 

Salem First Friends Church is seeking a full-time Pastor of Student Ministries and Community
Life. E-mail: employment@salemfirstfriends.org. Click here for job description.

Multiplication

We invite you to visit our website and watch the highlight videos
regarding our work this year, which we proudly shared at Yearly

Meeting. Click the link below to watch how mightily God has worked
through us this year, despite all the trials and hardships we have

faced!

Prayer Request

Please pray for Clark Hoopes as he recovers from back surgery, which
he underwent on August 2nd. His wife Marva informed us that the

surgery went well, and that recovery will include 12 weeks wearing a
brace. Please pray for strength and healing in the Hoopes family as

they navigate this season.

Click Here

https://www.efcer.org/multiplication.html
mailto:rkarkosky@gmail.com
mailto:joelmann54@att.net
mailto:office@orangefriendschurch.org
https://www.churchstaffing.com/job/242236/director-of-outreach-and-family-life/orange-friends-church/
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
mailto:employment@salemfirstfriends.org
https://www.churchstaffing.com/job/250954/student-ministry-community-life-pastor/first-friends-church/
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Boston Heights Taiwanese Friends welcomes Pastor Stephen
Lee and his wife Lisa as their new pastor. God answered the
search team's bold prayer petition to provide a person who
loves God's word, is equipped to shepherd His people and is
fluent in Mandarin, Taiwanese and English! Pastor Lee moved
from Midland, Tx where he served at Reach China, Inc. They
have three daughters, Emily who is working on a Masters
degree in South Korea , May, who begins graduate work at
Columbia Univ, and Anna, who is a junior in High School. We
are so thankful for God's answer to prayer as together, we
seek to proclaim His Name to "every nation, tribe, people and
tongue..." (Rev 7:9) Please pray for the Lees and for BHTFC.

Ukraine Update
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A Million Lights

Hello Friends of EFM,

I officially started at Evangelical Friends Mission on August 1. These last few weeks, I’ve been
reflecting on the team effort required to “make disciples in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to
the ends of the earth.” It inspires me to realize that, yes, we all are partnering together with
others around the world. This work is not easy, but it is significant. It impacts eternity. I am
grateful we labor together.
Here in the beginning, I want to share a bit of my story. It is the underlying motivation for
joining you in what God is doing through you and through EFM.
Since deplaning that over-night flight, I pray, think, study and train motivated by the hope that
God’s Spirit will release his relentless love, compelling his people forward with the power of a
movement. Scripture, history and experience convince me that a key human element to
experiencing movement is equipping leaders to equip others. This conviction is matched by
the purpose of EFM. 
I am excited about this new opportunity. My hope is that God will create a scenario in which
together we experience “a million lights, a million lives” disciple-making movement.
A million lights…
…shining outside my window as I journeyed home on a nearly empty, cross-country red-eye
special. In wonder, I gazed down at this stream of lights – town after town, city after city.
Around Phoenix, God transformed seat 8F into a sanctuary.
 “Each light represents a life,” many of them helpless and harassed, like sheep without a
shepherd. 
I prayed, “What would it take to unleash God’s people with such conviction that somehow,
some way, we could live out and usher in the Kingdom of God in every single one of the
places?” The answer came… a Spirit-led movement. 
“A million lights, a million lives…” continues to inspire me. In almost each place I visit –
Phnom Penh, Bangkok, Mussoorie, Jakarta, Kathmandu, Budapest, London, Dublin, San Salvador,
Peronia, Aguascalientes, Los Angeles, Seattle and many others – I look to find a high point.
Sometimes it is a tall building, sometimes a hill. I want to see lights
Today, most of all, I am grateful. I’m thankful for our missionaries, who strive to make disciples
in dozens of places around the world. I’m moved by the national leaders in each one of those
places who sacrifice to carry forward the Kingdom of God. I’m encouraged by the Friends
congregations here in the United States who unify (in prayer, in sending, in going) around our
commitment to fulfill the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment. I’m
appreciative of the EFM staff who tirelessly works to enhance ministry around the world.
I realize our call (as disciple-makers) is challenging. It compels us to pray and carries us to a
deeper experience of God’s Spirit. Our confidence is that God continues to do immeasurably
more than we could ask or imagine, because his power is at work in his people. 
The greatest, most noble aspiration is that a million lives would encounter the One who is life,
who is the light of all, who is, in fact, Jesus.
Together, we carry that light. To God be the glory!
Stan Leach

Your word is a lamp
for my feet,

a light on my path.
PSALM 119 : 105
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The Bibles--Ukraine

Abe had a great time at the men’s retreat in early July. 
We had a wonderful time in Oregon and our travel went well. A little
stress about getting our Covid test in time to return—but all came
together without us having to pay $500 for an expedited test! Praise
the Lord!
In addition Abe had a meeting last Thursday in Kyiv with the group of
men who are hoping to start an interdenominational organization
(exceedingly rare in this land) to focus on reaching men. 
We discovered on our return to Ukraine that God had provided
abundantly in July! Summer months are notoriously low for
missionaries. How gracious of God and His people as we look to a full
fall schedule of ministry.
Just pray that the Lord will give clarity in each and every step that
needs to be taken this month in preparation for a fruitful ministry this
fall.

When Jesus spoke
again to the people,
he said, “I am the
light of the world.

Whoever follows me
will never walk in
darkness, but will

have the light of life.”
JOHN 8: 12
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You are the light of
the world. A town

built on a hill cannot
be hidden.

MATTHEW 5 : 14
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Employment Opportunity

Penn Friends Community Church Cassopolis, MI. Lead Pastor Position: rkarkosky@gmail.com

Cornerstone Community Church of Saxapahaw Lead Pastor Position joelmann54@att.net

Orange Friends Church in Lewis Center Director of Outreach and Family Life. Please send resume
and cover letter to office@orangefriendschurch.org. Click here for job description.

East Goshen Friends is seeking a Next Generation Director to oversee children and youth
ministry. This is a part time position (15/hrs week). eastgoshen@gmail.com 

Prayer Request

Please pray for Clark Hoopes as he recovers from back surgery, which
he underwent on August 2nd. His wife Marva informed us he is now

suffering from ileus. Please pray for strength and healing in the
Hoopes family as they navigate this season.

mailto:rkarkosky@gmail.com
mailto:joelmann54@att.net
mailto:office@orangefriendschurch.org
https://www.churchstaffing.com/job/242236/director-of-outreach-and-family-life/orange-friends-church/
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
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Pastor Dennis Peters Retirement

Dennis and his wife Pam have served EFC-ER since 1984,
starting at Trinity Van Wert, Hampton First Friends in July
1993, and this weekend will be their last "official" Sunday at
Fulton Creek Friends. We thank God for their faithful service
on behalf of the kingdom of God. They will soon be
relocating to NewPort News, Va to be closer to their 3
children and 9 grandchildren..

Malone Certificate Program
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Pastor Mel Killinger

Pastor Mel Killinger of Lupton Friends Church
(Lupton, MI) gets on "eye level" as he shares the story
of Zacchaeus with the children. Thank you, Pastor
Mel, for your incredible love in sharing God's truth
with the children of your church. May God multiply
your ministry 100-fold!

The Lord is my
shepherd, I lack

nothing.
  He makes me lie

down in green
pastures,

he leads me beside
quiet waters,

PSALM 23 : 1 -2
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Marian Retirement

Online through Marian's personal giving page at
https://catalog.friendsmission.com/marian  
Call EFM at (303) 421 8100 to give by credit card
Mail a check to EFM, PO Box 771139, Wichita, KS 67277

Voicu and Ana Marian are retiring from missionary
employment with Friends Missions! We are celebrating their
faithful service in Sibiu, Romania since 2000. They will be
returning to their current home in Romania at the first of
October and we wish to send them with a generous financial
love gift from all of us who have partnered with them in prayer
and finances over the years!  

See their Retirement Celebration Newsletter here 

All offerings marked "Marian Love Gift" will be passed on to
them in full:

https://catalog.friendsmission.com/marian
https://catalog.friendsmission.com/marian
https://www.efcer.org/global-missions.html
https://www.efcer.org/global-missions.html


Malone Certificate Program

retired and looking for a new challenge
a couple interested in stepping into a new ministry opportunity
a high school graduate looking for affordable ministry training
someone who teaches a Bible class or fills the pulpit on occasion
interested in church planting
on ministerial staff, but do not hold a degree in Bible, Theology, or
Ministry

The Malone Certificate Program in Practical Ministry is for those
wishing to be EQUIPPED for practical and RELEVANT ministry. This
AFFORDABLE 18-month program consists of 10 courses that will be
ACCESSIBLE using online technology. Do you need a skill set to be
given the opportunity to do ministry effectively? This is for you!
If you have ever felt called to ministry, this certificate program can
turn your calling into a reality. This program is designed to meet the
qualifications for the recording of ordination of pastors in the EFC-ER.
Want to give your career path a new direction? Are you sensing God’s
calling to ministry? This program can equip you with the tools you
need to effectively lead in ministry.
Maybe you are…

Single or married, young or older, college degree or not, the Malone
Certificate in Practical Ministry will give you the skill set needed to
do ministry effectively.

he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the

right paths
    for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk
    through the darkest

valley,
I will fear no evil,

    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,

    they comfort me.
PSALM 23 :3-4
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You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my

enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;

    my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love

will follow me
    all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord

    forever.
PSALM 23 :5-6
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Employment Opportunity

Cornerstone Community Church of Saxapahaw Lead Pastor Position joelmann54@att.net

Orange Friends Church in Lewis Center Director of Outreach and Family Life. Please send resume
and cover letter to office@orangefriendschurch.org. Click here for job description.

East Goshen Friends is seeking a Next Generation Director to oversee children and youth
ministry. This is a part time position (15/hrs week). eastgoshen@gmail.com 

Prayer Request

Please pray for Clark Hoopes as he recovers from back surgery, which
he underwent on August 2nd. Please pray for strength and healing.

 
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Haiti, as they recover from
the earthquakes. God has blessed us in this situation in that none of
our churches have been affected by the quakes as of yet, but there is

still a possibility of another quake much closer to the churches.

In Sympathy

 
Our prayers and condolences to Duane Comfort in the passing of his
wife of 59 years, Sherrill, on August 15 after an extended illness over

many years. Duane served as an area Superintendent for ER, an
associate Director for EFM, and as missionaries to Peru with NWYM.
Condolences may be sent to 803 N Center Rd, Newberg, OR 97132.  

mailto:joelmann54@att.net
mailto:office@orangefriendschurch.org
https://www.churchstaffing.com/job/242236/director-of-outreach-and-family-life/orange-friends-church/
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Doctor Jerry Wenger, Senior Pastor of
East Richland Friends in St. Clairsville, OH!! Pastor Jerry
received his Doctor of Ministry from Wesley Seminary at
Indiana Wesleyan University at a commencement ceremony
on July 14th. He completed the Transformational Leadership
track and culminated his doctoral studies with a dissertation:
“The Historical, Missional and Theological Basis for Small
Group Ministry at East Richland Evangelical Friends Church."
The Eastern Region is very excited for Dr Wenger and we
know God will use this great accomplishment for His glory!! 
(Pictured: Dr Jerry and Robin Wenger)

Hungary
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Hughesville VBS

Friends Church Hughesville had another wonderful year of VBS
this year. We once again used AWANA's High Power Soccer as
our theme. August 2-6, 2021 was a great week. We had 169 total
kids (average attendance per night 112). 44% of the kids were
unchurched. 10 Bibles were given to kids who had none in the
home. 70 volunteers worked each night with hundreds of
volunteer hours before, during, and after VBS. Every camper was
given the gospel each night both in large group and in small
group team settings with their coaches. 
Praise God for this wonderful turnout and thank you to all the
volunteers who made this event a possibility and success.

He brought me up
out of the pit of

destruction, out of
the miry clay,

And He set my feet
upon a rock making
my footsteps firm.

PSALM 40:2
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Hungary Missions Update

We recently received this message from Tony and Agi Frei,
serving with EFM in Hungary:
“Despite of the COVID-19 pandemic, God gave a lot of blessings
to our church. There were many difficulties, restrictions and
church closures but our God was always with us as He promised:
‘Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.’ (Hebrews, 13:5)
We can be especially thankful to Him for three main mission
areas: (1) the Children’s Work, (2) the Youth Group Work and (3)
the Gipsy Mission.”
Please pray this week for the upcoming Youth Camp in Budapest,
which will take place from August 26-29. 
Special thanks to East Richland Evangelical Friends Church for
their generous support of the mission in Hungary.  If your
church is interested in becoming a financial partner of the Frei’s
ministry as well, please contact the EFC-ER office.
(Pictured are scenes from the “Foam Party” at a recent outreach
event in Tolna, Hungary)

“Trust in the Lord
forever,

For in God the Lord, we
have an everlasting

Rock.
ISAIAH 26 :4

THE CROSS ROAD PAGE 03



He only is my rock and
my salvation,

My stronghold; I shall
not be shaken.

PSALM 62 :6
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Men's Retreat

Join us for our annual Men's Fall Retreat September 10-12 at Camp
Gideon. More information to follow soon.

Sign up here..

Women's Retreat

Our annual Women's Missionary Fellowship Retreat is back! Join us
for fun, fellowship, and workshops October 8-10 at the Carlisle Inn in

Sugarcreek, Ohio. Register here! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLUCwVfC6lixEz1ZnHS0TNNLCSDd-xnf_8MuITqW5jAixQBA/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.efcer.org/womens-retreat-2021.html


Who can stand before His
indignation?

Who can endure the burning
of His anger?

His wrath is poured out like
fire

And the rocks are broken up
by Him.

NAHUM 1 :6
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Employment Opportunity
Cornerstone Community Church of Saxapahaw Lead Pastor Position
joelmann54@att.net

Orange Friends Church in Lewis Center Director of Outreach and
Family Life. Please send resume and cover letter to
office@orangefriendschurch.org. Click here for job description.

East Goshen Friends is seeking a Next Generation Director to oversee
children and youth ministry. This is a part time position (15/hrs week).
eastgoshen@gmail.com 

Prayer Request

As we watch the tragic scenes unfolding from Afghanistan, please
remember to pray for the small but growing church of Christian
believers in that country and for all those who are seeking asylum in
this dangerous time of transition.  
We encourage those churches who would like to give financially in
response to the Afghan crisis to do so through World Relief:
https://worldrelief.org/respond/#afghan
World Relief is the relief and development arm of the National
Association of Evangelicals. EFC-ER is one of forty member
denominations of the NAE.  
Psalm 82:3-4

Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters of Haiti as they
navigate this period of political unrest and dangerous gang activity as
they recover both from losing their president and the aftermath of the
earthquakes.

We ask for prayer for Bruce Bell as he recovers from rotator cuff
surgery.

mailto:joelmann54@att.net
mailto:office@orangefriendschurch.org
https://www.churchstaffing.com/job/242236/director-of-outreach-and-family-life/orange-friends-church/
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
mailto:eastgoshen@gmail.com
https://worldrelief.org/respond/#afghan

