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Trinity Van Wert Mission Trip
Trinity Friends Church sent a missions team to Jackson, Mississippi,
and partnered with CareCenter Ministries. While there they
participated in service projects, mercy projects, and outreach events.
"Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? ..."The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’"
Matthew 25:37,40
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Celebration
(Pictured are Pastor Norbu and Pastor Bhakta lighting a candle of unity on behalf
of the two congregations).
On Sunday, April 3, a special service was held to commemorate the merging of
Columbus Community Friends Church and Reynoldsburg Community Friends
Church. These two Nepali-speaking congregations will now worship as one body
with Norbu Tamang serving as the lead pastor. The service also included a
commissioning of Pastor Bhakta Tamang and his family as they are sent out to
plant a new EFC-ER church in Harrisburg, PA. Before the merger, Pastor Bhakta
served as the lead pastor of the Columbus Community congregation. Please pray
for the new fellowship in Harrisburg as they prepare to hold Bible studies in
June.

But in your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy,
always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in
you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect,.
1 Peter 3:15
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Announcements
Book Recommendation
The Guy with Short Prayers – Pithy Prayers from the Heart for Pandemic
Times offers 28 days of delightful inspiration by Dr. John Williams, Jr, former
Executive Director of EFC-ER. Written as brief, but meaningful devotions, you will
be encouraged to minimize the babble and maximize your connection with God.
Available on Amazon.

Camp Gideon
Camp Gideon Workday!
Camp Gideon will have a workday on Saturday, April 9 from 9:00am –
3:00pm. There will be a sign up available on their website or call/text Cheryl
Libb at 330-206-2411. Lunch will be provided.

So then, as we have
opportunity, let us
do good to
everyone, and
especially to those
who are of the
household of faith.
Galatians 6:10

And….
If you are interested in serving this summer as part of our staff, please click
on the following link and complete the online application. Application Link:
https://publishing.planningcenteronline.com/pages/block-editor/join-usstaff-and-volunteer-opportunities

Employment
Mount Pleasant Friends is searching for a lead pastor. Resumes can be sent
to lfkirk64@gmail.com
Bethel Friends is seeking a part-time Director of Children's Ministry. This
will be a paid position averaging 20 hours a week. For any interest or
questions contact Pastor Steve Rhodes at steve.rhodes1@gmail.com
EFM is searching for a part-time administrative assistant. Click here for
more info
Morning Star is seeking to add an engagement coordinator. Click here for
more info
First Friends Church in Canton is searching for a Middle School Director.
Interested candidates can email rfoote@firstfriends.org
First Friends Church in Canton is searching for a Director of Worship.
Interested candidates can email rfoote@firstfriends.org
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Happy Easter!
"But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay."
Matthew 28:5-6
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Our office will be closed on April 15th, Good Friday
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Battle Creek Missions Trip
(Top: The team from Battle Creek. Bottom: Pastor John and Director Jerome)
Pastor John Grafton and his team from Battle Creek Friends (MI) had a great time
working at The Love Center in Fort Pierce, FL. The Love Center is an inner city
mission for children. The team helped refurbish the facility. According to director
Jerome Rhyant, they did a fabulous job. What a beautiful and fun way to share
God's love and to be His hands and feet in this world!

Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet
shall he live,
John 11:25
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Announcements
Camp Gideon

The Camp Gideon Board would like to extend its appreciation to all of those
who were able to come and help on our work day April 9th! We had around
80 volunteers ready and willing to serve. We were able to accomplish many
projects to get us ready for another year of camp. Thank you all for your
continued support and prayers. We are so excited to see what God has in
store for Camp Gideon this year!
There are also a couple of upcoming events new to Camp Gideon.
May 21st there will be an outdoor concert! Come listen to some wonderful
music while you enjoy the afternoon at camp. More details to come!

Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused
us to be born again to a
living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.

July 2nd our first 5K race! signups and registration information will be
available soon.

1 Peter 1:3

Opportunities to serve!
Summer camp staff & lifeguards.
We are still looking for a camp cook and cleaning staff If you are interested
please contact Cheryl Libb at 330-206-2411.

Employment
Mount Pleasant Friends is searching for a lead pastor. Resumes can be sent
to lfkirk64@gmail.com
Bethel Friends is seeking a part-time Director of Children's Ministry. This
will be a paid position averaging 20 hours a week. For any interest or
questions contact Pastor Steve Rhodes at steve.rhodes1@gmail.com
EFM is searching for a part-time administrative assistant. Click here for
more info
Morning Star is seeking to add an engagement coordinator. Click here for
more info
First Friends Church in Canton is searching for a Middle School Director.
Interested candidates can email rfoote@firstfriends.org
First Friends Church in Canton is searching for a Director of Worship.
Interested candidates can email rfoote@firstfriends.org
East Richland is searching for the following positions: Executive Pastor &
Assistant Pastor. Potential candidates can contact and send resumes to
admin@eastrichlandfriends.com
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Easter Message from Tom Crawford
Dear Eastern Region,
Presence, power, and peace are the operative words that make Easter more than just
another secular holiday. These are the words that give us strength in the midst of a very
turbulent world that steals our hope and seems a little more discouraging each day. If
you have been discouraged by the news that you hear each day, I remind you that God
has good news for all of us at Easter. The presence and power of the Holy Spirit of God
brought Jesus from the grave and gave His followers peace to overcome the tests and
trials of life.
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The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus are days the world has not forgotten and never
will. For many, the crucifixion was a day of horror and pain. Many felt all hope had been
lost, emotions much like we feel in our circumstances today. Some thought they had
defeated a great enemy. However, we must never forget that just three days after being
nailed to a cross Jesus Christ rose from the grave. Out of great tragedy and pain came
the greatest triumph and victory ever! Victory over death and the grave!
So, although we live in a world that suffers from unstable economies, uncertain energy
policies, skyrocketing inflation, a brutal war in Ukraine, and religious turmoil, to name a
few of our challenges, there is hope. Jesus said, “Because I live you shall live also.” Jesus
Christ overcame all odds and rose from the grave. Because He is alive He can take our
adversities and turn them into victories, but we must allow him to help us. The same
presence and power that brought Jesus from the grave is available to us today and will
give us the same peace it brought to His followers that very first Easter.
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The resurrection confirms again and again Jesus is the answer! I want you to know I am
with you in spirit and will be praying that you experience the power of resurrection in
new and fresh ways this Easter. Jesus has the peace each of us need in these uncertain
days and I pray that his peace will sustain you through this busy season. Blessings to you
and your family.
Your partner in ministry,
Tom
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Announcements
Friends Church Hughesville hosted a Messianic Passover Seder on Maundy
Thursday to celebrate the Lords Supper and our freedom in Christ. A
combination of our Jewish roots helps to fill in the wonderful picture of our
Messiah Jesus.

This is the "stone which
was rejected by you
builders, which has
become the chief
cornerstone."
Acts 4:11

Pastor Henry Ngumba and his wife, Furaha Sylvie, recently welcomed their new
daughter, Sarah Mwanjuma Munyaka.
Pastor Henry and Furaha serve at the Columbus African Friends Church, which
was planted in November 2020 as a ministry to Congolese refugees in
Worthington, OH.
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Palm Sunday Caroling
Raisin Valley Friends inaugurated Passion Week on Palm Sunday by sharing the good
news of Jesus to shut-ins and nursing home residents. Twenty two members carpooled to
six different locations and sang favorite Easter season songs like “The Old Rugged Cross”
and “Because He Lives” to remind these precious Friends that they are loved by Christ
and their church family. May each of us "let our light shine" for Him this Holy week.
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Blessings
Pastor Rick Sams, pictured below, proclaimed the glory of Christ's resurrection on
Easter Sunday at Mansfield Friends. Pastor Rick began serving as Interim Pastor
in March. Please pray for our sister church as they seek to love God and reach
their community.

For behold, He who forms
mountains and creates
the wind
And declares to man what
are His thoughts,
He who makes dawn into
darkness
And treads on the high
places of the earth,
The Lord God of hosts is
His name.
AMOS 4:13

Youth Worship Night

Calling all the Friends Youth! Here is an event you won't want to miss! Head out
to Alliance Friends for an evening of fun, fellowship, and faith-filled worship on
May 6th!
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