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SECTION ONE
FAITH
The expression of the Faith upon which The Evangelical Friends Chizaktern Region is based is presented

in this section of thé&aith and Practice It includes a brief historical background, a statememtosfrine [see
#100194], and a statement of testimonies [see #&&0.




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In seventeenticentury England, there arose many groups of seekers who were dissatisfied with the rigid forms

of the Church of England and were searchingafanore inwardly satisfying way of worship and life. George

Fox (16241691) went, as a young man, to many priests seeking inner peace and received only irrelevant
answer s. One day he heard a Voice sayonghyfidbedetienO
Joy filled his heart, and from this experience the central conviction of Friends wak thatrthe living Christ

can speak directly to the need of every seeking soul.

In 1652 George Fox climbed Pendle Hill and was deeply moved byhehsdw. Later he wrote in his Journal:

AThe Lord -tloepg onfe tsheee hai | | in what places He had a great
preached for over three hours to a thousand people, and out of that gathering the Valiant Sixtyveoose

with Fox in evangelizing all of England. In spite of severe persecution, Fox went about speaking in churches,

homes, and fields with multitudes of people attracted to hear his message. Since religious freedom was as yet
unknown in England, thessarly Quakers were imprisoned in great numbers under the foulest conditions. In

spite of these sufferings, the number of Quakers multiplied greatly, and eventually théynesoronly for

themselve$ but also for all, the Act of Tolerance which guaradteeligious freedom (B3).

From 1650 to 1690 Quakerism spread rapidly throughout the British Isles and to other parts of the world,
including the English colonies on the western shore of the Atlantic Ocean. Historians have labeled the Quaker
Movement diring those forty years as the fastest growing movement of the Western world.

At that time no church was permitted to exist except the Church of England; hence the followers of Fox called
themsel ves APublishers of Trofhdesi€bil adanednl atelLbi gRed|
Friends. 0o The origin of the word AFriendso is from Jo
what I command. 0O The nickname fAQuaker d wasyeasri gi nal ly
has become a symbol of integrity. In more recent times, Friends of evangelical persuasion have used the term
Evangelical Friends Church.

Restoring primitive Christianity was the goal of early Friends. They defined it as authentic, apostolic
Chrisianity based on New Testament teaching with no frills. In other words, preaching the essentials and
omitting the noressentials. They were a people gathered as followers of Christ, baptized with the Holy Spirit,
and communing with God (often in silen@s they waited for guidance of the Holy Spirit to share, whether in
prayer, message, or exhortation based on a deep concern.

In the 18" century, Friends seemed almost to forget the Biblical basis for their faith, putting a premium on

silence as a way ofiorship. Speaking, reading Scriptures, and praying were considered intrusion. Called the

Age of Quietism, unprogrammed meetings declined as they became active in social issues, such as fair
treatment for Indians, refusing to participate in war, and respo¢ ng t o John Wool mands <cal
frugality, and tolerance. As an itinerant preacher bent on abolishing slavery, Woolman carried his message to
plantations of the South, boldly preaching equality for all. It is noteworthy that prior toilB8@de than 60

years before the Emancipation Proclamatia@very Quaker in North Carolina had liberated his slaves. During

the Civil Wa r Friends assisted runaway sl aves by &esta
freedom in the North.

As the American West opened up after the Civil War, Friends migrated in great numbers. In the latter part of

the 1800s, revivals and camp meetings throughout the N
Revival . o T hous and srchegeimcleding Friandse ahurches,, wera oralvded twvith new

converts. It was at this time that pastored meetings came into vogue in order to disciple new believers. Also

emphasis was placed on ministering to children and youth in Sunday Schools and gnchudiic in a

programmed worship format.

While the majority of Friends were simple, Gfehring people, there were some who became widely known.
These include William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania and peaceful negotiator with the Indians; Robert Barclay,
Scottish gentleman, scholar, and theologian; John Woolman, best known for hitawaeny work; John
Greenleaf Whittier, poet; Stephen Grellet, French nobleman, who, escaping from the guillotine, became a



vibrant Quaker evangelist in the remote partshef United States; Elizabeth Fry, noted for prison reform in
different parts of the world; and Joseph John Gurney, banker, scholar, theologian, and preacher who called the
Society back from quietism to an evangelical position.

London Yearly Meeting, foundeby George Fox, is the original organization from which all others have
developed. Although boasting of never having had an official division, London Yearly Meeting has
nevertheless changed over the years, reflecting some of the tensions which Iéldogdin other parts of the
Society of Friends. In the f&entury it was strongly evangelical, but in thd"2@ntury it followed the trend

of modern liberalism and became closely akin to the General Conference of Friends.

Currently there are five nar groups of Friends: Hicksite, Orthodox, Conservative, Independert
Evangelical Yearly Meetings. In their character they reflect major divisions which have occurred among
Friends.

Friends General Conference (Hicksite) is a combination of YearhtiMgewhich have their origins in the
separation of 18289. The followers of Elias Hicks, who had been influenced by rationalism and unitarianism,
separated from the Orthodox Friends. Today their meetings are united in keeping the tradition of
unprogranmed meetings but are in serious tension between those with a humanistic philosophy and those who
are Christecentric.

Friends United Meeting (Orthodox) came into being at the turn of tHe@ttury as the Five Years Meeting.

With a more appropriate nathange, since they meet every three years, it is currently a federation of Yearly
Meetings of diverse character. The majority are predominantly evangelical, but there are a few Yearly
Meetings whose liberalism has made them very comfortable in joiiingtbe Hicksite and Orthodox branches

of the Church.

Conservative Friends is a term applied to a group which has great cohesion without having a formal
organization combining their Yearly Meetings. These have their roots in the teaching of John Witise,

opposition to Joseph John Gurney led to separation in 1854. The difference was not so much doctrinal as it was

a matter of older traditions concerning manner of worship in silence, Quaker garb, and other practices. Wilbur

so emphasi zédhtlioetmlnnérnr Isounded al most | ike infalldi
emphasis on the Scriptures as the guide for salvation.

There are several Independent Yearly Meetings which are not affiliated with any larger grouping of Friends.
However, they honor their Quaker roots and basically seek to share the message of Friends as they interpret it.

Evangelical Friends believe in the Biblical teaching of entire sanctification (I Thessalonians 5:23) as a second
work of grace. This is the posit of George Fox, Robert Barclay, and Joseph John Gurney. The emphasis on
the Holy Spirit, always characteristic of Friends, made the Wesl&gamiam teaching on holiness congenial

to these Friends also. The baptism with the fullness of the Holyt 8pilie way God cleanses from the sinful

nature and makes believers holy (Matthew 3t12 ) . George Fox said, fifand Chri
Holy Ghost and with fire and did thoroughly purge hi
Holiness is deliverance from the pollution, natur e,
John tells wus, fibecause as H®. is so are we in the wor

In 1965, the Evangelical Friends Alliance brought together fouedaddent distinctly Evangelical Yearly
Meetings i Ohio (Damascus), Kansas, Rocky Mountain, and Oregon. The roots of this group (as is true of
many Yearly Meetings in the Friends United Meeting) are in the Orthodox, Gurneyite trend. In 1987 the
Internaticnal Friends Conference on Evangelism was held in Guatemala with over 250 Friends in attendance
from 25 countries. It was decided to internationalize the organization and so the Evangelical Friends
International (EFI) was formed [see #4000h 2008, thename was changed to Evangelical Friends Church
International (EFCI).

EFCI is composed of five geographical regions for member Yearly Meetings and countries of mission
endeavors: EE-North America, EE-Latin America, EE-Asia, EFC-Africa, and EFC-Europe. Currently the
North America Region includes:



Alaska Yearly Meeting

Evangelical Friends ChurdhEastern Region

Evangelical Friends ChuréhMid-America Yearly Meeting

Evangelical Friends ChurdhSouthwest

Northwest Yearly Meeting

Rocky Mountain Yeayl Meeting

Additionally mission endeavors are going on in the Dominkapublic, Haiti, Jamaica, and
Navajoland.

EFC-Latin America: Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Pe@iAskF
Bhutan, Cambodia, Hong Kong, India,dbnesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Taiwan, and Teachers in
China. ER-Africa: Burundi, Congo, and Rwanda. E&fEurope: Albania, Croatia,lreland, Hungary,
Romaniaand Serbia

Because of the strong emphasis on the Holy Spirit and the teachindirmsfoERC-North America Region is
a member ofhe National Association of Evangelicdlsee #®00].



DOCTRINE

The Evangelical Friends ChurthEastern Region presents its Statement of Doctrine in the following Statement
of Faith.

100 GOD

101  We believe in onketernaf omnipresent,unchangind, personal God; perfect in holinesswisdom/
love? power? and justicé® without preceding cause or beginnifigzreatot? and preservét of all
things, visible and invisible.

102 He exids as one divine being and yet as a trinity of three distinct persons, identical, inseparable, and
equal in divinity, power and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy*Spirit.

103 God revealed Himself in the past in many and various whgsigh supremely in the person of Jesus
Christ!® He continues to reveal Himself today through His credfiaghe Holy Scripture$’! and the
workings of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of people.

104 He alone is worthy of our worship, honor, praise and tsgiving, now and forevermoré.

Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29

’Psalm 90:12; Romans 1:20

3psalm 139:712

4James 1:17; Malachi 3:6

John 14:9

Slsaiah 6:3; | Peter 1:156

‘Romans 11:33

8 John 4:8

°| Chronicles 29:1112; Isaiah 40:2€@8; Ephesians 1:120
%psalm 89:14; Romans 3:26

Upsalm 93:2

2Genesis 1:1; Romans 11:36

psalm 104:280; Colossians 1:147

“Matthew 28:19; John 14:16, 18, 23; Il Corinthians 13:14
BHebrews 1:2; John 1:18

%Romans 1:120

I Timothy 3:16; Il Peter 1:21

1Bacts 8:29; 13:2; 15:28; 16:60

¥Galatians 1:5

110 JESUS CHRIST

111 We believe that Jesus Christ, the Word who was with God and wa$ itk only begotten Son of
God? He was conceived by the Holy Spiritnd born of the Virgin Mafyand is the express image of
the invisible God. He combines within Himself both the divine nature of God and human nature in
one perfect indivisible personality, the Gothn®

112 He lived and suffered in the world to show the Way of Lifdide was crucifiedand died as the
atonement for the sins of the whole wdtldyaking the only provision whereby people can find
forgiveness of sins and cleansing from all unrighteoushess.

113  He died in our placd and was raised the third day for our justificattomje ascaded into heavéh
and sits at the right hand of God, ever living as our only Mediator and High Priest making intercession



for us!® and from there will return again to receive His church unto Hi{satid to judge the world in
righteousnes¥’

1John 1:12; Colossians 1:187

2John 1:18; | John 4:9

SMatthew 1:20; Luke 1:35

“Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:34

SColossians 1:15

8John 1:14; Colossians 2:9

’John 14:6; Romans 5:10; Ephesians 5:2; | Peter 2:21
®Romans 3:225; | John 2:2

°Ephesians 1:7Colossians 1:134; Titus 2:14
19 Corinthians 15:4; | John 4:10

“Romans 4:25; | Corinthians 15:4

Acts 1:9; Ephesians 4:8

BRomans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; Hebrews 9:24
¥ Thessalonians 4:157

®Romans 2:16; Il Timothy 4:1

120 THE HOLY SPIRIT

121 We believe in the Holy Spirit, not as an impersonal principle or influence, but as a divine ‘penson,
though distinct from the Father and Son, proceeding from %atth whom He is equal in authority,
power, glory, and titled.

122  He is the divine gent in conviction of sifiregenerationi,sanctificatolfand t he bel i‘eversé as

123  He is given as an indwelling Presence to every believer to be a t8aghiele’ and source of
comfort’® He purifies the heart of the believeand imparts at 14 own choosing spiritual gifts for
service and the building up of the body of Chifstie produces in believers the fruit of the Spirin
that they may conform to the image of Christ.

LJohn 14:1617, 26; 16:1314

2John 15:26; 16:7

3Matthew 28:19; Il Corinthians 13:14
“John 16:8

°John 3:5

8 Corinthians 6:11

'Romans 8:18.6; Galatians 4:6
8John 14:26

°John 16:13

Pacts 9:31

Hacts 15:9; | John 1:9

2 Corinthians 12:411; Ephesians 4:13
BGalatians 5:223

130 HOLY SCRIPTURE

131 As with early Friends, we believe that all Scriptlisth of the Old and New Testaments, is given by
inspiration of God, without error in all that it affirisand is the only infallible rule of faith and
practice’ It is fully authoritativeand trustworthy, fully sufficient for all believers now and alwéys,
and profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteou3ness.



132

133

140

141

150

151

152

153

Thus, the declarations contained in it rest on the authority of God Hitresadfthere can be no appea

from them to any other authority whatever. They are the only divinely authorized record of the
doctrines which we are bound as Christians to beliemed of the moral principles which are to
regulate our behavidr. Only such doctrines as are contairiadthe Scripture can be regarded as
Articles of Faith? The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Scripture, must ever be its true interpfeter.
Whatever any person says or does which is contrary to the Scripture, though under profession of the
guidance of th&pirit, must be reckoned and accounted a deluSion.

The Scripture demands of believers complete obedigand is made increasingly open to those who
study and obey i

Y1 Timothy 3:16

’Psalm 19:711

3psalm 119:4, 105

‘Psalm 1189; | Peter 1:25

°| Timothy 3:1617

8| Thessalonians 2:13

‘Romans 1:16.7

8psalm 119:9

%John 17:17

%30hn 14:26; 16:13; Il Peter 1:21
) peter 1:20; | John 4:1
2pPsalm 119:4; | Corinthians 4:2
13 Corinthians 2:45, 12

CREATION

We Lelieve creation to be that free act of the triune &ivay Fathef, Son? and Holy Spirit! by which
in the beginning and for His own gldrBod made, without use of pexisting materiaf, the whole
visible and invisible universe.

'Genesis 1:1; Genesis 1:26
’Hebrews 1:2

3Colossians 1:16

“Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30
SPsalm 19:1; Colossians 1:16
SHebrews 11:3

’Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:3

SATAN

We believe in the existence of t he aEnvd ItBesOlchaen, Ofit h
deceiver who by his own choice rebelled against’God became evil, who tempted our first parents

to sin? and who through their disobedience brought about the fall of the humah wéteall its

attendant degeneracy, unhappinessi misery.

Satan demonstrated his evil character and purpose in his perpetual opposition to Christ by the
temptations in the wilderne8sind to His people and to His kingddnBut Sat andés Hhower i :
and in Goddés own tndfinally dastintovthelldke obfiee. chai ned a

While Satan is active in this world, Christians through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them

are able to resist Satano6s®temptations and have v
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161
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170
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'Revelation 20:2

Revelaton 12:79

3Genesis 3:®; Il Corinthians 11:3

“Romans 5:12, 149

>Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 8:1-22

®Matthew 4:111; Luke 4:115

"Il Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2

8Job 1:12; 2:6; | Corinthians 10:13
Revelation 20:13, 10

19 Corinthians 10:13; | Peter 5BL; | John 4:4

HUMANITY

The Creation: We believe that by a definite act God created man and woman in His own image, holy

and capable of knowing and obeying Godbés will, i n
forever!

The Fall: We believe that Adam and Eve fell from this original state by a voluntary act of
disobediencé,thus suffering the immediate loss of a perfect relationship with® God making self

the center of their lives. By this act, they suffered spirituatideand sin entered the world and death
by sin, so that death passed upor all.

We further believe that as a consequence of the Fall, all people are born with a nature which is
thoroughly sinful and not subject to the law of God, so that only throughotberation of the grace of

God can they repent and call upon Hi m. However, by
but are heirs of salvatich.

'Genesis 1:2€7, 31; 2:7; James 3:9b
’Genesis 3:24

3Genesis 2:17

‘Ezekiel 1819-20; Romans 5:124, 1719; 6:23a;
Psalm 51:5; 58:3

®lsaiah 53:6

*Matthew 18:3

SALVATION

We affirm the truth of John 14:6 that salvation can only be found through faith in Jesus @Veist.
believe that by the grace of our Lord JesThrist: through the direct and immediate agency of the
Holy Spirit? persons may be reconciled to God and recovered from their fallen state through
justification? regeneratiorf, sanctificatior® and ultimately the resurrection of the bddy.

Justificat o n : I'n response to sinnersd repentance, surr
power and sufficiency of Jeéapaddnsthenofmom pagt sissarmdt h  an d
declares them righteous, not for anything they have done butiseecd the obedience and atoning

death of Chrisf.

Regeneration: I n response to sinnersé repentance,
power and sufficiency of Jesusdé atoning death and
themnew creature8. By the Holy Spirit they are born again into the family of &dad a new life of

love to God and to peoplté. Their minds are enlightened to understand His tf#tnd their wills are

renewed to do His wilt® as He begins to conformdm to His image. The evidence of this

regeneration of the believer is the fruit of the Spfrit.

1C
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175

176

180

181

182
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Sanctification: We believe that children of God at the moment of their conversion do receive the Holy
Spirit.!® As they trust in Him and obey His will, theganifest more and more of the fruit of the Spirit,
conform more and more to the likeness of God, and thus are being continuously sdfictified.

It is also the will of God that believers receive the fullness of the Spisihich He will graciously

granti n response to their full consecration to His
atoning death® Sanctification is thus a process in which the Holy Spirit continuously disciplines the
believeréirgto paths of holiness and an act in widehcleanses the heart from an imperfect relationship

and state:

We further believe that the fullness of the Holy Spirit does not make believers incapable of choosing to
sin, nor even from completely falling away from God, yet it so cleanses and empgbesrsas to

enable them to have victory over sin, to endeavor fully to love God and people, and to witness to the
living Christ®

'Galatians 1:%; Ephesians 2:8
2John 3:5; Romans 5:5
’Romans 4:25; 5:1; Titus 3:7
“Colossians 3:4.1; Titus 3:5
5l Thessalonians 2:13; | Peter 1:2
®| Corinthians 15:2@2 [see #191 and 192]
"Ephesians 1:7; | John 182
8Romans 3:226; Il Corinthians 5:2@1
% Corinthians 5:17
®%Romans 8:14.6
"30hn 3:3; | John 4:21
123ohn 16:1215; Romans 12:2
3 John 2:17
“Galatians 5:223
1%John 3:58; Romans 8:14.7; | Corinthians 12:13
BGalatians 5:225
YActs 2:3839; Ephesians 3:149; 5:18;
| Thessalonians 5:234
8Romans 8:5; 12:P
93ohn 17:17; Romans 62, 2223; Acts 15:89
20| Corinthians7:1; Il Peter 2:2€22; Acts 1:8

THE CHURCH

We believe that the church is made up of all those from the apostles untilbuiivthe triumphant
dead and the livingwh o t hrough response t o °BGuoepéwsncepiteici ous o
sing and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their S&vimve been born agéims new creatures in
Christ” This church is spiritual in natufeyniversal in scop@holy in charactet’ and redemptive in
its life and purposé

Its purpcses are to make disciples of all nations by its witness to the grace and love"odi@bim live
as a loving fellowship who build up one another in the grace and knowledge &t God.

The church accomplishes these purposes by its existence as paticalaohgregations gathered out

of the world* and as associations of congregations in larger organiz&tiemder the leadership and

service of those called and gifted to such serfide worships in prayet! thanksgiving'® and sond?

diligently sudies the Word of Go#'wi t nesses to and procl?aiemisest he go
the gifts of the Spirit? administers discipliné® and performs works of blessing and service both

physical and spiritual to its members and to all in rféed.

11
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194

"Matthew 16:18

2| Thessalonians 4:147

*Ephesians 2:9

Il Chronicles 7:14; Mark 1:145; Acts 2:38

5John 1:12; Romans 5:1

%John 3:3

"Il Corinthians 5:17

8John 4:2224; | Peter 2:5

% Corinthians 12:127; Hebrews 12:224

Ypsalm 24:34; Ephesians 5:227; Revelation 19:B

M uke 24:4648

\Matthew 28:1820; Acts 1:8

BActs 2:4147; Ephesians 4:116

1 Corinthians 1:2; Acts 11:22; | Thessalonians 1:1

Romans 16:4, 16; | Corinthians 16:19; Il Corinthians 8:1;
Galatians 1:2, 223

®Ephesians 4:1413; Hebrews 13:17

Ysaiah 56:7; Luke 19:486; | Thessalonians 5:17;
James 5:136

¥psalm 100:4; Philippians 4:6; | Thessalonians 5:18

%Psalm 100:2; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16

#Acts 17:1011; Colossians 3:16; | Peter 232

ZMatthew 28:1920; Acts 1:8

| Corinthians 12:711; Ephesians 4:113; Il Timothy 1:6

BMatthew 18:1517; Il Corinthians 2:8; Galatians 6:1

ZMatthew 25:3440; John 13:127

LAST THINGS

We believe that upon death the mortal body rettorthe dust from which it canteThe spirits of the
righteous will experience joy and life in the presence of God, but the unrighteous will be separated
from His presence in the darkness and torment of theif evil.

We believe in the literal and personaturn of the Lord Jesus Christ to this earth at a time not
revealed® At His return the righteous dead will be raised and the righteous living will be changed to
their glorification in bodi esi Hodiek ehich thegpossessédor d 6 s
in earthly life but now with glorified, heavenly qualities. The unrighteous will also be resurrected for

the final judgment.

We believe that Christ will consummate His kingdom over all people and nations by His final triumph
over Satan.

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will finally judge all persons of their belief in Him as
demonstrated by commitment of their lives to the way of the cross; the lost to everlasting punishment
and the redeemed to eternal blessing and life.

!Genesis 3:19; Psalm 103:16; Ecclesiastes 126

2L uke 16:1931; 23:3943

SMatthew 24:4244; John 14:3; | Thessalonians 418
“Romans 6:5; Philippians 3:21; John 528
Revelation 21:48

®| Corinthians 15:226; Philippians 2:911;

Revelaton 20:1015

SMatthew 25:3146; 1l Corinthians 5:10

12
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TESTIMONIES

Along with the statement of basic doctrines, The Evangelical Friends ChuEelstern Region presents this
statement of testimonies as to its understanding of daily Christian life, as taubkt Scriptures. They are
arranged in six sections: Sacred Worship, Christian Living, The Christian Family, Christian Service, The
Christian Relationship to Government and Society, and Certain Current Issues.

250 SACRED WORSHIP
251 Prayer and Praise

252 No pratice in Christian living is more often spoken of in the Scripture than prayer and praise both as
duty and as privilege (Psalm 122:1; | Corinthians 14:26; Ephesiansl8;18 hessalonians 5:168).
The Bible gives examples of and instruction in thesetmes. In the Old Testament, Daniel is an
outstanding example in that, despite the kingds c
to God three times a day (Daniel 6:10b). The Psalms are filled with prayer and praise to God (Psalm
95:1-3). Reading them, the Christian learns of the rich rewards from such practices. Our Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, as our sure example in holy living, often gave Himself to prayer and praise (Mark
1:35; 6:46; 14:26t uke 4:16; 5:16; 6:12). He also oftamstructed His disciples, and thus Christians of
al | generations, to pray faithf8]lJbhyp l62R4]James e x pec
5:16b).

253 A sense of need is a sufficient call to prayer (Psalm 4:1:-8258:14). Burdened sinners magme
boldly to the throne of grace and find a welcoming Father from whom they can obtain forgiveness
(Hebrews 4:16). Similarly burdened Christians ¢
relief from their burdens as they cast all their caretheriLord (I Peter 5:7).

254 Prayer is the lifdoreath of Christian living and gives the Christian unbroken access to the Heavenly
Father (Hebrews 4:16). It is thus essential for the maintenance and development of the Christian life.
We believe that familiewithin our fellowship should set apart a time for collective prayer each day,
Bible reading and praise (Deuteronomy-8)} and that in our public services of worship, we should
give importance to prayer and praise (I Corinthians 14:26; Ephesian2®;:Hebrews 13:15).

255 Christian Worship

256 Worship is a privilege of the Christian. It is a spiritual experience in which believers give themselves
to communion and fellowship with the Heavenly Father, a time when they consciously feel and give
adoration, loveand gratitude to God. It is a time of reverent coming before the Almighty God as
children of His by grace (John 4:24; Acts 2:4247; Romans 12:1).

257 The first preparation for profitable worship is a humble spirit, which recognizes the grace of God in
giving us this privilege. Equally important is a contrite spirit, which is submissive to His lordship, and
superior will for our daily living. When these attitudes prevail, worship is full of meaning and reward
(Psalm 51:17; James 4:10).

258 The service of wahip will usually include times of prayer, praise, and preaching. During public
worship services we should also allow frequent times for reflection, meditation, and decision (Psalm
22:2223; 95:6; 100:2; | Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 21%

259 Inasmuchas public worship aids Christians to grow in
ministry. Since it is a testimony to the surrounding community of the importance of worshiping God,
members should attend the services of their congregatiguiarty and faithfully. They should
impress upon their children the same religious practice, believing that thus they will aid in leading their
children to salvation and to the worship of God (Proverbs 2&6rews 10:225).
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260 From the beginning of Hisaethly life (Matthew 2:12) and throughout the ages of time (Revelation
4:10-11), the Lord Jesus Christ has been, is, and will be the object of worship (Revelatl®).5We
make Him the center of our worship and delight in collectively and personeihgdiim praise and
adoration as God. Without His presence, through the Holy Spirit, our worship would have neither
meaning nor depth.

261 The Ordinances

262 Evangelical Friends, concerned with the abuses which had grown up about the serving of communion
and he use of water in Christian baptism, and which substituted the outward for the inner spiritual
reality (an abuse which persists to this day Matthew-8%:8laced their emphasis upon the spiritual
content and let the outward symbols fall into disuse. él@r, in 1886 Ohio Yearly Meeting (EFC
ER) felt constrained to grant liberty concerning the use orusenof the outward elements of bread
and wine in communion as well as of water in Christian baptism, cautioning against any failure to
achieve real spitiial sharing in the death of Christ and in the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

263 When Jesus had His last supper with His disciples He made statements which have at times been
interpreted (1) as calling for a perpetual New Testament observance or (2) as aamengrfa the
Passover meal which they were partaking of together (Luke 22:19). The unleavened bread was to
represent His body about to be broken for them and the wine, the blood that He was about to shed
(John 6:5363). The early church and most Chasts to this day have taken the first interpretation.
While many find that communion with cup and bread can be a very meaningful outward testimony of
what God has done spiritually within, we do not believe that communion is necessary for salvation nor
an @solute requirement for all Christians. It is, rather, a public witness to the saving power of Jesus

and a public witness of oneés faldth in Jesus as Sav

264 Jesus modeled participation in water baptism as a public identficaith the prophetic ministry and
message of His cousin, John the Baptizer (Matthewi3)1 Throughout the New Testament we see a
common practice of new believers in Jesus Christ being water baptized as a testimony to their faith in
Jesus as Savior. W@ we as Friends believe the water in Christian baptism can be a very meaningful
outward testimony of what God has done spiritually within, we do not believe that water baptism is
necessary for salvation nor an absolute requirement for all Christiaiss.rdther, a public withess to
the saving power of Jesus and a public witness of
2:8-10).

265 Each of our congregations may arrange services, perhaps in special meetings rather than in the regular
worship ®rvice, for baptism and communion upon the request of members, while treating tenderly the
consciences of those who protest the use of outward symbols. If a pastor feels a conviction against
administering the ordinances, the services of another pastobenaeglisted in the observance. In all
such services it should be abundantly clear to the entire congregation that Friends have the right to
abstain from as well as to participate in the observance. In these services it should also be clear that
the obsevances are only symbols of an inward spiritual experience. Evangelical Friends caution
against the todrequent use of the symbols lest familiarity breed contempt and diminish their spiritual
significance.

266 Harmony in the Church

267 Harmony in the church faily is essential to its good witness in the community and to its worship of
and service to its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ (JohrZ6).6 Watchful care should therefore be taken
to maintain that harmony (Romans 12:18; Ephesians34:2332; Colossians3:12-17; Hebrews
12:14). The congregation, and especially the senior pastor and officers, should be concerned that
nothing be permitted to bring disruption to the peace and unity of their fellowship. They should be
quick to discern differences of opini@o as to prevent degeneration into serious conflicts among the
members of the congregation. In the event that dissension or resentment does arise, the senior pastor
and officers should admonish all parties of the serious threat involved in their attitudienake every
effort, especially following the pattern laid down by our Lord Himself in Matthew 18050 reach a
speedy reconciliation (I Peter 1:23; Mathew 5:2325) [see #523 & 1296
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CHRISTIAN LIVING

Early in their religious lives, Christianlearn that it is necessary to make many decisions about their
behavior. They discover some practices, which, though common to society about them, will seriously

hinder their Christian growth and witness.

Hence making right decisions about such mitters

determine their growth in life and witness. Knowing that it is growing Christians who have the greater
effectiveness in witness and service, and greater delight in their own lives, Evangelical Friends hold

the following testimonies as guidelines tads Christian growth which we understand to be taught in

the Bible (I Thessalonians 5:22). It is our desire that Christians within our fellowship experience

speedy and rich progress toward the attainment of fullness in Christ (Ephesiad8;4: Peter 2-3;

Il Peter 3:18).

Moderation and Modesty

Because the pressures to follow a style of life like that of theGioistian society are so great upon
Christians, Evangelical Friends insist that our citizenship is not of this world (Philippian213:20
command, i Be
our living we must take care that our dress be modest and decent in every way (I Timothy 2:9a). We

The

must also take care that we not be seduced by the attraatidreabundance of earthly goods and thus
In the furnishing of our homes, in the providing for our tables, in the
accumulation of material thindsin every way we should show our conviction that the fashion of life

fall into covetousness.

New Testament

not

conformed to

of this world isnot that of the Christian (Philippians 3:19; Colossians 3:4; | John 2:1516).

Weddings, Funerals, Memorials

Weddings Since the wedding ceremony is solemn and holy, Evangelical Friends feel that it should be
simple and reverent. While wishingtd be an occasion to be remembered for its beauty, we should
nevertheless avoid ostentation and extravagance. We should take care to make the entire ceremony
one of Christian celebration, watching in the choice of music and all other parts of the tetvicbe
essi

an

occasion of

seeki

ng

Godobds bl

ng on

t he

uni o

Funerals Knowing that our bodies have been made of dust (Genesis 3:19) and shall return to dust,
Friends ought to avoid extravagant and egdee funerals and memorial stones.

Memorials When a congregation feels that it would be a fitting tribute and possible testimony to

others, Friends may prepare a memorial statement of the exemplary life of the deceased member. The
statement should Herwarded to the EFER Office which will prepare final drafts of the memorials
for possible presentation at the next Yearly Meeting. These memorials shall be for pastors (spouses),
missionaries, Yearly Meeting clerks/board/committee chairpersons, or any individual who has made a

significant contributio to the Yearly Meeting as a whole.

memorials is kept for historical purposes in th@lone University Archives.
however, to print in the Minutes only memorials of recorded ministers, missionariese@gnized

Friends in EFEER leadership positions.

Unwholesome Habits

An ongoing publication of all the

It is the practice,

Evangelical Friends should be especially watchful against being involved in the unwholesome habits
characteristic of this evil world (Galatians 5:26; Colossians 3:30). Both | @rinthians 3:1617,
6:19-20 and Il Corinthians 7:1 serve as a basis for our testimony against such habits.

Unwholesome habits include the use of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs. Abundant suffering has
resulted for those who have been ensnared byetpesctices, not to mention the tragic effect on
relationships.
also damaged. Friends are warned also to avoid gluttony in any form or practice, considering the harm
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Because of these grave considerations Evangelical Friends should avoid such habits and refrain from
assisting in the manufacture or promotion of the use of alcohol, tobacco, orditligs. If new
Christians find it difficult to break these habits [see #283], loving care should be extended to them so
that they may come to freedom from them (Ephesians 5:18).

Amusements and Recreation

With the increase of leisure and the wide avdlilgbof entertainment of every kind, Evangelical
Friends should consider most carefully the recreation and amusements to which we give ourselves, our
interest, our time, and our money. Amusements can and do have a large influence upon character and
life (I Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17; James P2}l

Our members should avoid attending or being involved in movies, dances, and theatrical performances
of a demoralizing nature, as well as in other activities that may be injurious to Christian growth.
Members are not to be involved in lotteries, wagering, or any other kind of gambling. Evangelical
Friends should take care to avoid publications tending to undermine their faith in the authority of the
Scriptures and to hinder their Christian growth (&ghns 5:8, 146).

Though acknowledging certain benefits and the potential for Christian ministry in radio and television,
Evangelical Friends must also recognize and avoid programs that are unwholesome or demoralizing in
music, language, or action payed (Philippians 4:8).

Evangelical Friends participating in summer and weekend camping and recreation which take them
away from their congregation should remember their own spiritual needs, the concerns of the church,
and their responsibilities to thewdeh as they plan such activities.

Secret Societies

Many organizations make attractive appeals for membership and involvement. Evangelical Friends
must study carefully such organizatidnthe time, commitment, money required, as well as the likely
influence of the organization upon them. We will especially avoid affiliation with secret societies
which base their rituals on a distorted understanding of the Bible and directly or indirectly give Jesus
Christ less than divine nature, even though they npgear to have spiritual value. The oattund
character of such societies seems not only unnecessary, but also likely to prove harmful to honesty
(John 3:1621; Romans 14:10m2; 11 John 9).

THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY

The Family

The family is the basic undf human relationship, and as such is also the foundational unit of society

and of the church. The many Biblical references to the family assure us of its divine origin and of
Godos concern for the f a3ihiPdalyn 6&6a;d278h &mdihg ). ( Genesi s

Marriage and Sexual Relations

A union so solemn as marriage is to be entered into only after much forethought, planning and prayer,

and fAin the fear of the Lord. o Evangelical Friert
concermng their choice of a mate, remembering the apo
toget her with unbelieverso (11 Corinthians 6:14a).

children find mates of Christian character and commitment (lin@vans 6:147:1, 1015).
Marriage is the union of one man and one woman into a oneness that no other human relationship can

provide. Evangel i cal Friends affirm that the Scri|
for sexual relations toazur exclusively within the marriage covenant between one man (husband) and
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one woman (wife), and that homosexual marriages and/or unions are contrary to Scripture (Genesis
2:1824; Leviticus 18; Romans 1:2&7; | Corinthians 6:20). Made before divinenal human
witnesses, the marriage vow unites a couple so f
Ephesians 5:31). Marriage also, even more importantly, involves mental, emotional, and spiritual

union. Evangelical Friends should therefore entew marriage under the full persuasion that it is a

life-long commitment and union.

Evangelical Friends believe that sex is a beautiful gift of God when it joins a man and a woman
together in selfjiving love (Hebrews 13:4). We hold that this depth tdtienship is appropriate only

in marriage and that sexual relations should be abstained from outside the marriage bond. Evangelical
Friends believe that same sex marriages vVviolate
the marriage covenanf snan and womaii husband and wifé may be overcome by the grace of

God. Evangelical Friends cooperate with ministries and recommend res®uBiblcally-based

books, clinics and counseldirswvhich offer counseling for sexual addictions and moral fagwf any

kind. Those who minister to individuals in the areas of heterosexual and homosexual sin §see #36
369 are strongly encouraged by Evangelical Friends to respond to them with clarity and compassion.
The basis for a good marriage is not sexulmne but true love that is developed through
communication, mutual respect, deep friendship and a lifetime ofisétly, as the Apostle Paul
admonished (Ephesians 5:38). Evangelical Friends who find severe difficulty in their marriage
relationship ge urged to prayerfully seek counsel from a pastor or a Christian counselor who can
mediate those problems in order that the marriage be restored to the state God desires.

Divorce

Since the only explicit Biblical allowances for divorce are adultery (Matt5:32) and abandonment

(I Corinthians 7:116), Evangelical Friends discourage seeking a divorce on any other grounds (Mark
10:29). The sanctity of the marriage vows requires Friends to seek earnestly to prevent serious
marital discord, perhaps througlounseling, and to make every effort toward a happy, harmonious,
and holy marriage.

The breakup of many marriages in our day lays great responsibility upon the congregation to be
sensitive to the needs of those becoming involved in such crises andjtickeén showing loving
concern for them (Galatians 62).

Evangelical Friends ought not to marry divorced persons, except where divorce was granted on
grounds of adulterand abandonmentWe ask our ministers to consider the circumstances carefully,
perhaps in consultation with the leaders of their congregations, before deciding whether to perform the
ceremony (I Corinthians 7:101).

Parents and Children

The responsibility of parenthood is given by God (Psalm 127:3). The Scriptures often spaak of t
responsibility and give guidance for bearing it. Parents should early and continually turn to God for
wisdom and guidance in the rearing of their children (Genesis I®;1BTimothy 5:8).

The Bible commands: AChi Irdroe N ,Epdhleesy aynsure: dar e mtn:
pages, examples clearly support its teaching that obedience is the right attitude of children to parents.
Obedience goes hand in hand with respect, honor, and love for parents. On their part, parents should

be senisive to the concerns and needs of their children so that they can freely speak their hearts to each

other (Ephesians 6:4).

Parents have great spiritual, as well as physical, material, and educational responsibility for their
children. Knowing that thie children face the pressures of temptation from all sides, particularly in
their schools, Christian parents have a great responsibility to guide them into a real understanding of
what they believe and what they should do in the face of such tempt&ements should from the
beginning have a concern that their children come to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This
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concern will move them to pray faithfully with and for their children, to try to build a home
atmosphere that will draw them to God etacourage them in regular attendance of services of worship
and in Christian service, and to provide them with Christian instruction in the home (Deuteronemy 6:4

9; Proverbs 22:6).

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

The Public Ministry

Evangelical Friends believe th&od provides for the Church by calling men and women to be
ministers of the Gospel. For the edifying and equipping of the Church, the Holy Spirit confers on them
the gifts of pastoring and evangelizing (Ephesians-48)1 This calling to the ministry Wibe
evidenced in the life and work of the public minister. While there will be those who also have
administrative ability or unusual insight into the Scriptures, it is this distinctive call of God which sets
apart a person to serve in the Gospel minis&reely received, this call and gift should be freely and
devotedly given in service to God and the Church.

Stewardship

Evangelical Friends believe that they are required to be conscientious and wise stewards of every part
of life (I Corinthians 4:12; | Peter 4:10). At least four areas of life deserve special consideration.

The Lordés Day: I

should consider carefully how to makeh e

rest of body and mi

n celebration of our Lardos risi
Mark 16:27; Luke 24:16a; John 20:1), Sunday, the early church establistegitiie day for Christian

worship and rest from secular activities. Evangelical Friends honor this day in accordance with the
commandment : iRemember the sabbath day to keep it

n d

most of the day for the Lordés

from the weekods | abors. On

involvement in any business, in shopping, or in unnecessary supplying of temporal, seed&r n

(Deuteronomy 5:145; Isaiah 58:134).

Tithing: The practice of tithing our income to the Lord began in the Old Testament (Genesi@Q4:17
28:2022; Leviticus 6:20; 27:30; Deuteronomy 16:17; Malachi-B2j. Later our Lord Jesus Christ
approvedhis practice, and Evangelical Friends believe it is still the minimum to be given and the best
means of providing for the financial needs of the church (Matthew 23:23). But Christians do well to
let generosity beyond the tithe characterize all theirngivio God. As this method of giving is
followed, there will be no need to resort to other methods of-faisihg.

Since the Bible in both precept (Malachi 3:10) and practice (I Corinthians 16:2) identifies the place for
the giving of tithes and offerirsgas the church, Evangelical Friends believe that the church is the place
for onebs giving and
Lordbés wor k (44 IlICorinthiamg 8t15; &M.s 16 : 1

the church then must earnest|

Wills: Evangeical Friends should prepare legal wills and testaments while in health and judgment and
thus express their wishes regarding their possessions and families. In the distribution of their estates,
Evangelical Friends should consider contributions to the wbf&od in the local congregation and in

the Evangelical Friends ChurttEastern Region.

Talents: Evangelical Friends believe that all persons have natural abilities and spiritual gifts from God
with which they are to make contributions to the work afd@Matthew 25:140; Luke 12:4248;
Romans 12:38; | Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4:18). It is therefore our duty to use our particular

gifts liberally in the ministry of the church.
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Use of Church Buildings and Facilities

Because church buildings anaicflities have been dedicated to the service of God, and especially as
places for His worship, Evangelical Friends believe that they should be treated with care and respect.
At times parts of these buildings and facilities may be used as meeting platekfeship, but even

at these times the buildings and facilities should be remembered as dedicated to the service of God.
The primary purpose of the buildings and facilities should always be the worship of God, instruction in
the Christian faith, devefoment of Christian fellowship, and Christian service to the community. We
encourage Evangelical Friends to construct and maintain their worship buildings and facilities with
prayerful consideration of their function, remembering the moderation and stynphtich is
becoming to the testimony of Evangelical Friends and to the Church of Jesus Christ (Isai@gh 56:1
Mark 11:17a; | Corinthians 3:101).

Business Practices

Evangelical Friends should seek divine direction in all their business affairs. shbald undertake
endeavors only after prayer and seeking Godds
adequate income, we must nevertheless remember that the search for riches is a threat to the Christian
life. Careful attention should bewgin to all our dealings in order not to bring dishonor to our
testimony or to the church. Evangelical Friends should be especially careful to pay debts and to fulfill
all commitments. If business failures occur, we must do everything possible todilléibligations
(Proverbs 10:4; 13:4; Matthew 6:P81, 3334; Luke 20:2125; Romans 13:7; | Corinthians 10:31).

THE CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIP TO GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY

The Poor

The Christian virtue of love should characterize Evangelical Friends in daritige material needs of
the poor, underprivileged, neglected, or victimized within our membership. Also, as means are

gu

availabl e, such care should be extended to ot her:

good to all, especially those of tHeusehold of faith (Deuteronomy 18517; Proverbs 14:31;
Galatians 6:10; | John 3:188).

Schools

Evangelical Friends should take real interest in the educational programs affecting their children and
all children of our communities. We should work tbe election of suitable members of the boards of
education, the employment of teachers of Christian character and example, and the development of
educational programs while considering the influence of their contents and activities on the children
involved (Proverbs 16:20; Luke 6:40).

Civil Government

Evangelical Friends are convinced that the New Testament requires the Christian to hold the
government and its leaders in respect, and that the basic principles of government can be directly
traced to theScriptures. Therefore, it is necessary that we obey the laws of the nation insofar as they
are not in conflict with our obedience to God. When it becomes necessary for Evangelical Friends to
disagree with the practices and requirements of governmerghetdd do so out of concern for the
promotion of righteousness and not out of delight in controversy or strife (Matthew 22:21b; Romans
13:1-7; | Timothy 2:12).

Evangelical Friends should use the ballot, with prayer for guidance (I Thessalonians 585 1Emn

to vote for candidates and measures which will promote righteousness, giving much consideration to
the personal and spiritual qualifications of candidates regardless of political affiliation.
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War and Peace

During the first 300 years of the Chian church its members abstained from military service as being

a violation of the teachings of Christ. This attitude changed only when Constantine made Christianity
the state religion and introduced the notion that it was right to fight in supporifically -Christian
government. Since that time there has been division in the practice of Christians as to the support of
war.

Evangelical Friends renewed the testimony of the primitive church against war. George Fox said that

he #fAlivedoifnthhe Viftuand power that took away the
other Friends in 1660 declared publicly to King Ch:
strife, and fighting with outward weapons, for any end, or under angrise whatever; and this is our

testimony to the whole world that the Spirit of Christ, which leads us into all truth, will never move

us to fight and war, neither for the Kingdom of Christ nor for the kingdoms of this Wwaherefore,

we cannot learvar anymore. 0 Standing upon this convictior
cruelty, and death rather than violate their conscience.

In the matter of war, as in many other areas, the Christian is caught in a tension between the Scriptural

command tofnbe subject to the governing authoritieso (|
conviction on the other hand that iwe must obey G
Friends this has led to differing convictions as to how these commands shalbleel an specific

situations. We respect individual conscience and surround our members with loving care whether they

for Christés sake refuse military service or feel 0

This liberty is not to be terpreted as any softening of our firm conviction that war is wrong as a
method of settling disputes, being unchristian, destructive of our highest values, and productive of the
seeds of future wars. We therefore, as a church, unequivocally supportBuxangglical Friends who

choose conscientious objection to war rather than active military service. We are concerned to find
alternative solutions based upon justice and righteousness for all peoples and are deeply moved to
participate in the new calls tpeacemaking which are being sounded in our day (Psalm 34:14;
Proverbs 12:20; Ecclesiastes 3:8).

Oaths

The New Testament (Matthew 5:33; James 5:12) teaches that for Christians, there is no need to
swear to tell the truth but rather that speaking théntshould be their normal, continuing practice. For
this reason Evangelical Friends have rejected the -oftgmired swearing to tell the truth and have
insisted that merely affirming the intention to tell the truth is sufficient to verify what we atg &b

state. We are grateful that the civil authorities have long granted us, and all others of like mind, the
right to this practice.

Equality of Persons

Evangelical Friends believe that all people are equal in the sight of God and all are lovedl b&liGo
believers, regardless of their race, nationality, sex, social status, or affluence, are encouraged to
worship and participate in the life of Evangelical Friends Churches (Genesis 1:27; | Corinthiars 12:21
26; Galatians 3:2@9).

CERTAIN CURRENT IS SUES

Evangelical Friends desire to state their beliefs with regard to certain issues, beliefs, and practices that
are currently of concern to the church.
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Stewardship of the Earth and its Resources

Evangelical Friends believe that God in the beginningegaeople dominion over the earth and

expected them to be wise stewards. Wastef ul and

Godds purposedB). (Genesis 1:28
Abortion

Evangelical Friends believe that all life is a gift of God (Gen@sv; Job 33:4; Psalm 139:18);
therefore when the matter of an abortion is being considered, neither the life of the mother nor of the
unborn child is to be treated lightly. We hold that abortion on demand or for reasons of personal
convenience, sodiadjustment, or economic advantage is morally wrong (Exodus 20:13).

Euthanasia

We also believe that Scripture maintains that
1:26-27); therefore, we do not belong to ourselves but to God. God iswiieand sustainer of life

(Job 14:5; Ecclesiastes 3:2; James 43R Evangelical Friends believe euthanasia to be in direct
violation of Exodus 20:13 and therefore reject it as a means of relieving suffering. We encourage any
person contemplating ewthasia to seek divine guidance (Proverbs63:&nd to consult any piiife

medical professional and/or pastor for further counsel.

Homosexuality

Evangelical Friends are firm in the conviction that the Scriptures make abundantly clear the sinfulness
of dl homosexual and deviant sexual acts (Leviticus 18; Romans32;1BCorinthians 6:20). We

believe that homosexual tendencies may be overcome by the grace of God. We also believe that
forgiveness for deviant acts may be obtained by sincere repemtaddaith in Christ (Romans 3:22

24; Titus 3:47; 1 John 1:9).

Pornography

Since pornographic materials promote and propagate a lifestyle that includes activities which are

condemned by Godébés Word and tempt v i7-88yRomans t o ¢

13:1214; 1l Peter 2:14, 1:89), Evangelical Friends therefore are urged to carefully avoid exposure to
such materials (Philippians 4:8).

Because of our responsibility as Christian citizens (Matthew-5613roverbs 14:34) and in view of

the evil, exploitative, and destructive effects of pornography on individuals, families, and our society,
Evangelical Friends are encouraged to prayerfully and boldly oppose the production and distribution of
pornographic materials in their local communitias,well as at the state and natideakls (Ephesians

5:11) [see #602].

Heretical Groups

Evangelical Friendanderstand that Satan is evil in his character and purpose, and to that end seeks to
dissuade people from an experience with Jesus ChristHa€hurch [see #112 & 152]. Satan
succeeds when people choose to follow the false teachings -@iblical religions or cults (such as
Hinduism and Islam).

We believe and affirm the truth claims which the living God has revealed about Himself. iaeypri
source for this information is the written Scriptures, the Bible. Only because God has made Himself
known, may we know anything about Him. Heretical groups are movements od aofewanyy who

make claims to knowledge beyond or different from what Gods gi ven wus (such
Witnesses, Mormons, Unity, and Christian Science). Most importantly, they inevitably include claims
that diminish the Person and Work of Jesus Christ through Whom God has revealed Himself
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supremel y. i F diness bf eityd dwells ia bddily formegand innHim you have been
made compl et edlOadol osAgains, 2t ®e Fat her decl ares, fi
whom | am well pleased; |listen to Himo (Matthew 17:

We furtherbelieve that all access to God is through Jesus Christ (Romans 8:34; | Timothy 2:5) and the
Holy Spirit (Romans 8:2@7), and that therefore the use of mediums, clairvoyants, fortune tellers,
astrologers, and any other alleged means of extraordinary knowdedigdp is contrary to the will of

God (Acts 4:12).

According to the Beacon Dictionary of Theology (Richard S. Taylor, ed., 1983), there are five major
characteristics of cults:

1. A devaluation of Jesus (see P. 11¥B)

2. An extra scriptural source of aattity (see P. 131.33)

3. The denial of justification by grace alone (see P-176)

4. The group is the exclusive community of the saved (see P188D

5. The group demands an absolutistic commitment of its members (see P. 194).

Church history reveals this dilnma is not new. Early church councils dealt with various heresies.
The first church council was held in Jerusalem and record of its outcome is found in Acts 15. Other
church councils met in subsequent years to settle the universal doctrines of tteaiCi@hurch,
including the Coudl of Trent in the middle sixteenth century that settled the canon of inspired texts
that comprise th8ible. A short list of other church councils is listed as a reference in #4000.

We believe that our most effective pesise to the inroads of heretical groups is to soundly preach and

teach the Scriptures, rather than to merely attack or teach against the other group. That is especially

true as our countryédés pluralism expphes. it h®umgoepee
for it is the power of God for salvationd (Romans
may be released and set free by the bondageking power of the Holy Spirit.

Doctrinal Differences with Other Christians

EvangelicalFriends have warm fellowship with groups of Christians with whom we must nevertheless
differ in the following matters:

Security of the Believer: Evangelical Friends believe that the security of the believer, even for

eternity, i s i ndndwimessed to byrthe BalydSpirst to We individual, but we do
not hold this security to be unconditional. As repentance and faith are the human conditions of
acceptance of Godods free of fer of sal vati on, S0

continuance in that salvation (Hebrews 5:9; | John 2:4).

Healing: Evangelical Friends believe that healing is the gracious work of God given in Christ Jesus.

We also believe that, as in the past, He still hears and answers prayers of faith forihesdireral

ways such as: (a) He may intervene miraculously, over and beyond medical achievement; (b) He may

heal through skills given to medical practitioners, who do well to recognize that our Creator God alone

is the ultimate healer; or (c) He will hestiernally those who suffered in this life while still trusting in

prayer and resting in the merits of Christ, assur e
sufficient for you, for My power i s made perfect
sustitutionary atonement in His Son assures us of immediate forgiveness of sins (I John 1:9); it does

not necessarily promise us immediate or miraculous physical healing. Healing viewed this way, spares

us from an extreme which demands that God mustewveal/one for whom we pray, just as it keeps us

from heaping unnecessary guilt upon those who are not healed. Still, we may continue with confident

faith, praying over the sick according to the guidance given in Jamesl6;lifelieving our Lord

remains a able as when He walked on earth to heal spiritually, morally, and mentally, as well as

physically (Psalm 103:6; Matthew 4:224; 8:1617; 14:1314, 3236; Mark 1:1415, 3233; Luke

5:17-26; 9:16; 10:1:20; Acts 4:2931).
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384 Glossalalia (Speaking in tongs): While there are differences of interpretation among our members of
the Scriptures which speak of glossalalia, as there are among other Christians, both as to whether the
term refers to actual languages or to ecstatic utterances, and as to whetteathalid gift for our
time, we are nevertheless agreed as to the following points:

a. The will of God as revealed in the Scriptures is our conformity to His holy character as manifested
in a holy life. All spiritual experiences, gifts and fruit of their® are means to that end
(Galatians 5:223).

b. iSpeaking in tongueso should not be regarded as
the Spirit { Corinthians 12:711).

c. iSpeaking in tonguesodo should notfedmwngmflde an
Corinthians 13; 14:®; Hebrews 12:14).

d. In order to maintain unity in spite of our differences, we must practice mutual submission. We
must be willing to voluntarily give up certain freedoms in order to avoid becoming a stumbling
block tothose for whom Christ died, as the Apostle Paul demonstrated in | Corinthians 8. We
therefore agree for the present for all our churches that on the one hand we should not forbid the
use of tongues in private devotion, but that on the other hand we stobwhdarily forego the use
of tongues in our public services.

We are waiting in submission to the leading of the Spirit Himself and in love toward one another for
that time when under His leading we can speak unitedly on this matter.
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SECTION TWO
PRACTICE

The Practice of The Evangelical Friends ChurdBastern Region as to its organization and operation is found
in this section of thd-aith and Practice It includes procedures on Membership [see #%28), The Local
Church [see #60884], The Evangkcal Friends Churchi Eastern Region [see #100Q95], The District [see
#15001515], and Associated Organizations [see #17HE6].
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MEMBERSHIP
ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP

Test for Membership

The basictestformeml®h i p i s conversion Not hing can const
but the power of the Holy Spirit, wor king Arepen
Christo (Acts 20:21). Therefore, elplace withhhsal, wor ds
AYe must be born againo (John 3:7). May all our
and be prepared to bring forth fruit unto holinékshn 15:45, 8; Hebrews 12:14b)

The Overseers and Spiritual Life Commission (or Adstrative Council in smaller churches) must
exercise spiritual discernment as to when a candidate is ready for acceptance into membership [see
#271].

Membership in EFEER is held in the local church. [see #518b regarding dual membership.]

Membership Covenant

To become a member of a church in The Evangelical Friends Chukastern Region involves a

covenant relationship. In signing the application form, one covenants with the church in the following

ways:

a. To bear testimony to a real conversion eigee, based on the Word of God and assurance from
the Holy Spirit of sins forgiven and commitment to Christian disciplegRigalm 51:13; I
Corinthians 5:17; | John 5:112);

b. To continuously seek spiritual growth, according to the Scripi{gpbesiang:1516; | Peter 2:2;
Il Peter 3:18);

c. To attend faithfully the services of the Church and accept responsibilities in itgAwisk2:42
47; | Corinthians 12; | Timothy 4:145; Hebrews 10:25);

d. To give cheerfully for the financial support of the Churahd its approvedministries
(Deuteronomy 16:17; Malachi 3:10; Acts 11:29; Il Corinthians 9:7);

e. To listen to and respect the counsel of the duly affirmed leaders of the Church (Ephesians 5:21;
Hebrews 13:17);

f.  To acquaint oneself with tHeaith and Practiof the Church and to support its doctrinal positions
as well as seek personal conformity to its testimonies [see p&R#s

Church Covenant
With its members, the Church makes a covematiie following ways:

a. To provide opportunity for and assistamdn worship and in spiritual growtbActs 2:4247;
Ephesians 4:186; | Timothy 4:11, 13; Hebrews 10:25);

b. Toprovidehel p in di scovering the memberds talents a
gifts in service(l Corinthians 12; | Timothy 4:145);

c. To seek to fulfill the discipleship of its members (Ephesians-43t LColossians 2:8);
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d. To providecounseland accountabilitytvhen members are neglecting faithful fulfillment of their
covenan{Matthew 18:1517; Galatians 6:2, 10) [see #523];

e. Toreceive and respect the input of its members (Ephesians 5:21);

f. To providethe availability of a current edition of theaith and Practicéo every household in
which there is a member.

RESPONSIBILITY OF TH E OVERSEERS

It is the obligation of the Oveeers to give attention constantly to the spiritual care of its members and
to take the initiative in seeing that the Church as well as individual members fulfill their mutual
covenantgGalatians 6:1; James 1:28pe H23bc & 652].

APPLICATION FOR ME MBERSHIP

Processing Applications for New Members

Adult Membership

It is the special responsibility of the Overseers and the Commission on Spiritual Life (or Elder of
Spiritual Life) in cooperation with the senior pastor:

a. To approach (visit) prospectiveembers;
b. To discuss the responsibilities of church membership;

c. To assure themselves of the true conversion of the pro@pectans 10:4.0; Il Corinthians 5:17;
| John 5:1112);

d. To provide a membership class led by tBenior Pastor or a person of thBeniorPa st or 6 s
choosing [see #754cl & #760b];

e. To provide a copy oFaith and Practicand an application form appred by the Yearly Meeting
[see #8000] for all prospective members, including transfers from churches other than those of
EFGER. When shmitting the application, the applicant should fully understand the covenant
being made [see #56506];

f.  To report their findings to the Administrative Council, who, after due consideration, may
recommend to the Congregational Meeting the acceptance apiilcant. The action taken
should be recorded in the minutes of the Congregational Meeting.

As soon after acceptance by the Congregational Meeting as feasible, the senior pastor should arrange a
public welcome service.

Youth Membership
Youth may, vhen giving evidence of conversigih Corinthians 5:17, | John 5:112), be accepted into

membership without the right to vote until age 18, using the same application form and process as for
adult membership.
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517 Membership by Parental Request
a. Birthright Membership

Children born of parents who are both members of a local church may be received as birthright
members without the right of voting provided the parents sign a request which also embodies a
parent al pl edge f or (Rrdwebs 2216 Hphibdiasis 63iiptherwise thedr | nurt
names shall not be entered as members.

b. Childhood Membership

Young children may also be received into membership without right of voting, upon application of
their parents, one or both of whom are members, erséime terms as for birthright membership
[see #517a] A recommendation for childhood membership may be presented to the
Congregational Meeting for action. The action taken should be recorded in the minutes of the
Congregational Meeting.

c. Different thanAssociate Membership

Children who acquire membership by parental request shall be considered members without the
right to vote. Apportionment is paid on all who receive membership by parental request.

d. Transition From Membership by Parental Requestdali®Membership

The parents, supported by prayer, words of encouragement, ministries, and the Church as a whole,
share irthe responsibility to lead these children as early as possible into a saving relationship with
Christ(Proverbs 22:6; Matthew 19:115, Ephesians 6:4b)At the age of 18, all persons holding
membership by parental request should be considered for full membership by the Church. At least
six (6) mont hs pri or t"obirthdayethe Deensbeesrsiial coreaictghe t e e n t
menber regarding his/her membership status. It is necessary for young persons to make
application for regular adult membership by meeting the tests required for all other admissions to
membership [see #51R14]. The fact regarding their membership statusukh as soon as

known, be reported to the next Congregational Meeting to be made a matter of record.

518 Associate Membership

a. Applicants may be received into Associate Membership by recommendation of the Administrative
Council to the Congregational Meetingthe action taken should be recorded in the minutes of the
Congregational Meeting. This may cover two types of cases.

b. One is the case of temporary residents, such as students and retirees. These Evangelical Friends
may affiliate as associate memberghedir temporary church without disturbing their permanent
membership at their home church. By presenting a letter confirming their good standing, they
may have the privilege of holding office and voting.

c. The other case is that of persons to whom théngiof more training(ll Corinthians 13:5)is
desirable in preparation for full membership. In this case, Associate Membership does not carry
the prerogative of voting or holding office.

d. Inboth cases, Associate Membership admits one to the fellowsttip ohurch.

e. This membership is not to be reported on the statistical forms, and no apportionment is to be paid
on associate members.
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519 Membership: Transfer, Maintenance, andConciliation
520 Providing Certificates of Transfer

a. When a request for providing transfer of membership is received, the Presiding Clerk may
immediately issue a letter of transfer, provided the Senior Pastor and Elder of Spiritual Life fully
concur.

b. In the event that there is not unanimity of opinion among the three officers ntraeansfer
shall not be given until the Administrative Council can act on the maften the opinion of the
church leadership, the request is to avoid conciliation/church accountability, the transfer should
not be granted until the conciliation pess is concluded (Matthew 18:13) [see #523d].

c. To issue a certificate of membership in good standing implies that the Church endorses the
Christian experiencél John 5:1112) [see #506apf the member for whom the certificate is
issued. Such actioshould be reported to and recorded in the Minutes of the next Congregational
Meeting.

521 Receipt of Certificate of Transfer From EFER Churches

a. Churches of the ERER are to receive such certificates from other churches of HEG@t face
value and accepuch persons into membership. It is highly recommended that individuals who
transfer from other churches of EfER take the membership class prior to acceptance of transfer
for sever al reasons such as the wunsthwtursdandndi ng of
policies [see #514d, #754c1, & 760b]. Such action of acceptance for transfer of membership
should be reported to and recorded in the Minutes of the next Congregational Meeting.

522 Membership Maintenance

a. Congregational Meetings may also, upatommendation of the Spiritual Life Commission,
through the Administrative Council, maintain a list of current church members. The Spiritual Life
Commission, through the Administrative Council, may recommend removal of names of members
who are unfaithflto the Church or indifferent to the covends¢e #56-506 made when they
applied for membership. Any action taken should be recorded in the minutes of the
Congregational Meeting.

b. When a member di es, this per sonoderd gi the sextng s houl
Congregational Meeting.

c. If a member requests in writing to be released from membership with us, that request should be
grantedbased upon as much mutual blessing as possible (Matthew1B;I8ee #523c]. The
fact should, as soon asdwun, be reported to the next Congregational Meeting to be made a matter
of record.

d. If one of our members should become a full member of anothefERGER church, the
membership with us automatically ceases as of that date [see #520]. The fact sheab, @s
known, be reported to the next Congregational Meeting to be made a matter of record.

e. If one of our recorded members should accept ordination as a minister of anotHeF Q&R
church, both the membership with the local church and their recorditty EFGER
automatically ceases as of that date [see #520,-1242, & 1252]. The fact should, as soon as
known, be reported to the next Congregational Meeting and to the General Superintendent to be
made a matter of record.
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523

Principles of Christian Qiliation: The relationship between the Church and its members shall be
guided by the principles consistent with Matthew 181¥5and | Corinthians 6:8 with the Biblical
purpose of experiencing the redemptive heart of reconciliation [se®}#125

a.

Members will make every effort to keep clear relationships between themselves and other
members of the Church (Matthew 5:28; 18:15; Hebrews 12:14).

When any member is guilty of conduct inconsistent with our Christian profession, has a broken
relationshipwith another church member, or transgresses the rules &aitteand Practicahat
member should be admonished in the spirit of restoring love. The Overseers (Elder of Spiritual
Life) have a special responsibility in this area to try to deal withsthuation within the church
family (Galatians 6:12).

Should the efforts by the Overseers (Elder of Spiritual Life) to bring reconciliation and restore
love in the church family be resisted, they shall present the matter before the Spiritual Life
Commissbn (Elder Body) who may recommend that the member(s) agree to Biblically based
coaching/mediation and, if necessary, legally binding arbitration in accordance with Biblical
principles offered by a Christian Conciliation ministry (Matthew 18:16). The-ER®ffice will

keep a list of several available ministries and attorneys.

Should the efforts at reconciliation and restoration of members still be resisted, and should the
violations be of such character as to bring reproach or scandal to the name oa&hmdtthe
Church, the Spiritual Life Commission (Elder Body) may report the matter to the Administrative
Council. If the member(s) so desires, a full hearing of the case may be held (Matthew 18:17).

The Administrative Council, upon due consideratidrthe matter, may recommend to the next

Congregational Meeting, that such a member(s) be removed from membership (Matthew 18:17).
The action taken should be recorded in the minutes of the Congregational Meeting.
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THE LOCAL CHURCH
PURPOSE ANDMINISTRIES

The purpose of a local church is to fulfill The Great Commission given by our Lord and Savior Jesus
Chr i s tauthorityin/kéal’en and on earth has been given to me. Go thereforaakaddisciples

of all nations, baptizing tme in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy $e&tthing

them toobserveall that | have commanded you; and lo, | eith youalways t o t he c¢cl ose of
(Matthew 28:180 RSV)

The basioministriesof the local church grow out d@his Commission and may be summarized under
four headings, referring to the underlined words above:

C h r i authoditg requires worship. When Jesus says He willwith us always He shows His
constancy, reminding us of our frequent inconstancy whighires much renewal. Spiritual worship
and renewal call for a program $piritual Life.

Chri st 6s nwakedisciplesalts éor atpmgram dbutreach

Chri st ds e mghigkdis commarmments calls for a program of nurtiducation ard
training.

Chr i st 6 sobservealehat He commanded calls for a programSiéwardshipamong His
disciples.

Thus every church, regardless of size, is required to have programs concerned with Spiritual Life,
Outreach, Education, and Stewardshithaugh the extent of the organizational structure required to
carry this out will vary with the size of the church.

STAGES IN CHURCH GROWTH
Beginning

Churches commence in many ways. The initiative may come from an individual, a small group, or an
eshblished church that wishes to mother a daughter church. To be affiliated with tRERERQch

work must be under the supervision of the General Superintendent and those to whom the
responsibility is delegated. As such, it is called an Extension Church.

Intermediate

As soon as practical, the work is taken under the care of the Evangelistic, Pastoral and Extension
Board, (EP&E) and at an appropriate time a congregational organization is effected. The care of the
EP&E Board is extended through the Gem&uperintendent and/or one of the Area Superintendents
who will appoint an officer (frequently the District Superintendent) to meet with the Administrative
Council and the Congregational Meeting as an advisor. As such, it is called an Extension Glgirch.
advised in all cases, and required where the-ERChas invested gift or loan funds, that property
deeds be vested in the Property Trustees of-ERC

Full Local Friends Church

When in the judgment of the General Superintendent and the EP&E Baaran Extension Church

has sufficiently matured, showing spiritual, fiscal, and administrative stability, the EP&E Board may
change the status of the Church. The new status would be that of a full local Friends Church,
managing its own affairs, as dohet local Friends Churches in fellowship with and underRhith

and Practicef the EFCGER.
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617 At this stage a church may legally incorporate, with the consent and advice of the EP&E Board, with
the Articles of Incorporation clearly indicating that the nefwurch is a member and subject to the
Faith and Practicef the Evangelical Friends Churdh Eastern Region. Where large financial
investment has been made in this church by the-ERCthe EP&E Board shall make recommendation
to the Executive Board as tehen the property shall be deeded to the local church by theHR-C
Property Trustees. The EP&E Board shall continue to make all legal decisions for any full local
churches who choose not to incorporate.

618 Declining Churches

619 Where local churches declirte less than 25 members, they should be taken under the care of the
EP&E Board, with a view to the revival of growth. Where these efforts are ineffective, the Board,
after careful consultation with the remaining members about their wishes, has thetatdhdisband
the church, distributing its assets and membership as seems best to the Board. Such action is to be
reported to the delegates at the next Yearly Meeting of ERC

620 ORGANIZATION OF LOCAL CHURCHES

621 Although churches are of varying sizes, ke@abiurch needs to carry on a program of Spiritual Life,

Outreach, Education, and Stewardship. The organizational structure of the Evangelical Friends Church
I Eastern Region allows for at least four organizational developments within the same framework.
These are located in the following paragraphs:

701-7157 Churches having 50 members or fewer

7207267 Churches with 51 to 100 members

7307647 Churches with 101 to 150 members

780-7841 Churches with 151 members or more

622 There are two fundamental entgtien the organizational structure of the local church: the congregation
as a body with its officers, and the Administrative Council of the church.

623 Congregational Meetings

624 Meaning of Congregati on: Whenever t htessusedind A c o ng
the legal sense of the members of the church gathered in business session and as such is an
abbreviation for ficongregati onal business meetin

common usage applying to members and others gatHeredorship. As such it is the local
authoritative body, and no member, officer, or group has any authority which it does not derive from
the congregation.

625 Items for attention at a Congregational Meeting are to be presented to the Administrative @ammcil
to the Congregational Meeting. Normally, any items that come from the floor should be directed by
the Presiding Clerk to the appropriate commission or to the Administrative Council for further
consideration rather than be discussed immediately.

626 Criticisms of a personal nature during the Congregational Meeting are out of order and should be
handled in accordance with Matthew 181%[see #26-267, 5081, & 523].

627 Function

628 The function of the Congregational Meeting is to authorize the officialrectibthat meeting. It is to
deal with the setting of policy, the implementation of which becomes the responsibility of the Senior
Pastor, the Officers, the Administrative Council, and the Commissions of the church. Policy decisions
(always to be made imccord with thd=aith and Practigeinclude the following matters [see84:
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a. To receive reports from the Senior Pastor and the Administrative Council and review
effectiveness in ministry for the purposes of mutual accountability and encouragement;

b. Toapprove the proposed list of officers;

c. To approve the budget;

d. To care for matters involving a change of policy;
e. To call the senior pastor;

f.  To approve new or eliminate old major programs;

g. Toreceive and discharge members (this may be delegatedAdrfiaistrative Council and their
report given to the next Congregational Meeting);

h. To prayerfully seek the Lord for His leadership in the future of the church.

Frequency of Meetings

Regular Congregational Meetings should be scheduled at least quanteférably the first or second

week of March, June, September, and December. Special exemptions for large churches are noted in
paragraph #33. As a matter of courtesy, a reminder of the meeting should be placed in the bulletin at
least one week pridp the scheduled meeting.

Special meetings may be called at any time by the Presiding Clerk with the concurrence of the Elders,
providing notice has been given in at least one Sunday morning worship service at least one week in
advance of the meeting. &@lld a situation arise that necessitates a shorter time frame for notice,
church leadership shall give great effort to notifying the entire membership of the special emergency
meeting.

Agenda of priority business for regular meetings is as follows:

a. Marchi Call of senior pastor (in applicable years);

b. Junei Appointment of delegates and alternates to the Yearly Meeting;

c. Septemberi Evaluation of major programs of the church, and report of delegates to Yearly
Meeting;

d. Decembei Election of officers an@pproval of programs and budget for the coming year.

Voting is only by members who are present in person and only those members 18 or more years of age.
Officers of the Congregation (who must be members of the Church)

The Presiding Clerk presides ovhetmeetings of the congregation and is an Elder by virtue of office.
The conduct of business by the Clerk will be governed by paragraphs 625, 1054, and 1056. The

Presiding Clerk will have the responsibility to oversee Manual of Operatiorand report ay non
action changes to the Congregational Meeting [see #& XV b).

The Recording Clerk keeps the Minutes of the Congregational Meetings; keeps on file the annual
membership and statistical records; and forwards to the Presiding Clerk éERF@ nanes of the
delegates and alternates appointed from the church to Yearly Meeting. Also, the Recording Clerk
submits the list of elected officers, committees, and other pertinent information in December to the
EFCGER Office to be included in the Directory.
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The Financial Secretary receives the offerings, counting them in the presence of a second party named
by the Commission on Stewardship; makes bank deposits; keeps accounts of contributions and
contributors; and prepares and makes available a statementiraf gy individual contributors for

their own information. The counting of the offering is to be done after the close of the service. The
secretary reports to the Stewardship Commission.

The Treasurer keeps the accounts and makes payments of billthagzad by the Administrative
Council. The Treasurer submits reports monthly to the Elder of Stewardship and may be asked to sit
with the Commission of Stewardship and/or the Administrative Council as a resource person, when
desired. The monthly reposhould be forwarded to the Administrative Council and a quarterly report

to the Congregational Meeting.

The Statistician keeps accurate andtaydate membership records, gathers annually the information
requested by the EFER Office, and forwards comdo the Presiding Clerk of the local church for the
files of the Recording Clerk. Immediately after the close of the church year, December 31, the
statistical reports are to be submitted for inclusion in the-ERCYearbook.

The Legal Trustees are thethorized representatives of the local church who sign all legal documents
based on the action of the Congregational Meeting. Such action includes loans, property deeds, and
other legallybinding documents. At a minimum the legal trustees of the chinehids include the
Presiding Clerk, the Stewardship Elder, and the Coordinator of Trustees; or as state law requires for
compliance.

The Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee is named by the Administrative Council and approved by the
Congregatioal Meeting in December to serve for the following calendar year. The size, terms, and
rotation of the committee are to be determined by the local congregation.

Duties of the Nominating Committee:

a. To meet regularly throughout the calendar year;

b. To propse names to fill vacancies when necessary, and especially evaluate the gifts of members
in a constant search for new talent to be developed;

c. In June, reports to the Congregational Meeting proposed delegates and alternates to Yearly
Meeting [see #1036038& 1040];

d. In December, reports to the Congregational Meeting the proposed list of officers to be elected for
the following calendar year. The recommendation of the Nominating Committee may be amended
in the Congregational Meeting before the vote is tdkeits approval or rejection.

The Nominating Committee reports directly to the Congregational Meeting for all actions to be taken.

The Auditing Committee

The Auditing Committee audits the financial accounts of the Financial Secretary and Treasurer and

submits a report to the Stewardship Commission to be forwarded to the next Congregational Meeting

after the end of the fiscal year, December 31.

Elders

The five Elders are so called by virtue of their officthe Presiding Clerk, and the four chairmers
of commissions.
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Qualifications of Elders

Because of the high office and the heavy responsibility entrusted to these persons, they must have both
personal and spiritual qualifications to serve in these positions. Elders need to be persons who can
view the matters under their care and the matters brought before the Administrative Council with
objectivity; that is, with the ability to study the matters from several points of view.

They need to be respected by the congregation they serve, both f@tttistran commitment and for

the value of their opinions. Those elected to this position in the Church should have a sense of
organization and administration, and sensitivity to the need to serve their congregation, not becoming a
lord over it.

Especidly, Elders must give definite evidence of a full consecration of heart and life to God, and their
personal, daily life must be above reproach. The Scriptural description of leaders in the Church as
found in | Timothy 3:113 and Titus 1:® should describthese leaders in our churches as well.

Overseers
Overseers are named in the number deteminryethe Administrative Council [see #754a].
Quialifications of Overseers

The sensitive and important nature of the work of Overseers requires that theydes peétis gifts of
discernment, wisdom, tact, and love. Being charged with care for the spiritual lives and witness of the
members requires, as well, that the lives of Overseers themselves be above reproach and that they be
persons who are respected angrapiated in the church family.

Duties of Overseers: Under the leadership of the Coordinator for Overseers, they shall be charged with
the general spiritual oversight of the congregation. They have two main tasks:

a. Applications for church membership dhae brought to this body for study, personal contact, and
eventual recommendation, through the Spiritual Life Commission to the Administrative Council.

b. The Overseers have responsibility to deal faithfully with any members who give evidence of
losing ther spiritual victory and witness, and in the event restoration does not occur, to
recommend through the Spiritual Life Commission to the Administrative Council suitable action
regarding their continued membership in the Church [see-B508. 523b-].

The Administrative Council

A part of the organizational framework within our churches includes an Administrative Council, which
is basic to the coordination and i mplementation

Authority of the Administrative Council

The Administraitve Council has only the authority delegated to it by the Congregational Meeting. As
indicated in #628, the Congregational Meeting sets policy, approves budgets, and determines major
programs. Once they do this, the Administrative Council becomes thesmsed by the congregation

to implement those policies and programs.

Duties of the Administrative Council
a. To exercise leadership, along with the Senior Pastor, in proposing to the Congregational Meeting
new concerns, policies, programs, and budgetsthignrole the Administrative Council is the

servant of, and not a substitute for, the Congregational Meeting, which is the policymaking body
[see #628];
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b. To maintain under the authorization of the Congregational Meeting church minutes, legal
documents, paty decisions, and other guiding principles for the local church, which could
constitute aManual of Operation The Presiding Clerk will have the responsibility to oversee the
Manual of Operatiomnd report any neaction changes to the Congregational Meg[see #88a
& 635];

c. To implement and manage the concerns, policies, programs, and budgets approved in basic
principle by the Congregational Meeting. The congregation expects the Administrative Council to
work with freedom in these administrative et provided the Administrative Council keeps the
Congregational Meeting fully informed of its activities;

d. To coordinate the work of the church and of its officers, in the areas of concern for Spiritual Life,
Outreach, Education, and Stewardship;

e. To seekto maintain good order, unity, adherence to Baith and Practiceand efficiency in all
the work of the Church;

f. To communicate to the Congregational Meeting full and regular reports of the actions and
concerns of the Administrative Council and its Coissions in an informative and inspirational
manner;

g. To name the local Nominating Committee for approval by the Congregational Meeting in
December, to serve for the following calendar year [see #642]. Whenever possible, the
Administrative Council shall rtoname any of its own members to the Nominating Committee.
Any recommendations from the Administrative Council for church leadership positions should be
sent in writing to the Nominating Committee.

Composition of the Administrative Council

The compositin of the Administrative Council varies with the size of the church, and provision is
made for flexibility to meet local needs [see #703, 723, &3432].

Officers: The Administrative Council shall annually elect a chairperson and secretary from #&gnong i
members.

Members of the Administrative Council are also officers of the congregation, and as such are to be
selected from the members of the church.

Task Forces and Committees

It is not possible for the officers and elders/coordinators of the choid all the work for which they

bear responsibility. It is envisioned then that help will be appointed in the form of task forces or
committees who will, as needed, work with and under the leadership of an officer, elder, or
coordinator. The officer,l@er, or coordinator speaks on behalf of the task force or committee.

The number of task force or committee members needed depends upon the size of the church, the
availability of personnel, and the number of approved projects. Depending upon the
role/responsibilities of the particular task force or committee, not all persons named must necessarily
be members of the church. It is the responsibility of the Administrative Council to appoint all of these,
unless the Administrative Council or the Congregatidvieeting wishes to delegate some of this task

to the Nominating Committee. A general rule might be for those task forces that are temporary (less
than one year) to be appointed by the Administrative Council and those committees which are needed
year byyear to be nominated by the Nominating Committee.
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STRUCTURES FOR DIFFERING SIZES OF LOCAL CHURCH ORGANIZATION

In Churches with 50 Members or Fewer

Organizational Chart

Congregation

Clerks, Fin. Sec’y., Treas., Stat’n, Legal Trustees
Nominating Committee

Sr. Pastor Auditing Committee
At il
Sr. Pastor Presiding Clerk (an Elder)

"'Spiritual Life Outreach
Elder Elder
Overseers

Education Stewardship '
Elder Elder

Administrative Council: The Administrative Council will consist of at least gbnior pastor and the

five elders. All other pastors and ministry (programming) personnel may attend as resource people at

the request of the senior pastor.

Scope of the Admi

ni strative Council 6s Waunck:
is the body where all church matters are discussed.

Meetings of the Administrative Council:
regularly-set times and, in addition, at the call of the chairperson as often as business requales [see

#736737].

Operation

Each of the Elders will work in close cooperation with the Senior Pastor and, as mutually agreed, see
that concerns, problems, ideas, methods, and assistance necessary to carry out the will of the

The Administrative Council should meet monthly at

Congregational Meeting in theasrea of concern are presented to the Administrative Council for

discussion. After decisions are made there, the Elder for that area becomes responsible to see that

these decisions are implemented. This will include the appointment and direction afrkhefwask

forces (or committees) as needed.

It is the duty of the Administrative Council to set priorities. That is to say, they must decide how large

a program is realistic for their church at present, and with the approval of the Congregationag Meeti
determine that these are the things that can be done well.

Task Force or Committee Appointments [see #662]

Work Areas to be Administered Through the Administrative Council by the Four Elders

Area of Spiritual Life: The area of Spiritual Lifedludes pastoral relations; worship services under

the direction of the Senior Pastor with the Elder responsible to see that ushers, musicians, and the

meetingplace are ready; spiritual renewal; and the work of the Overseers [se&4B52 752754).
The Elder is also responsible to carry to the Administrative Council the needs of the Senior Pastor and

to communicate to the Senior Pastor in an unprejudiced way what the congregation feels to be the

Seni or skeagths and &eaknesses [see #M}6 If the local church so chooses, the Elder is
responsible to have the Spiritual Life Inventory [s@8038] answered [see #746i].
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The Elder of Spiritual Life serves as chairperson of the Search Committee in years when the local
church acquires a new pastoiin the smaller church and in mideé&zed churches, the Search
Committee is the Administrative Council. (Explanation: In larger churches having over 100 members,
the Commission on Spiritual Life serves as a Search Committee and is chaired by the Hider of
Commission [see #7460] ).

Area of Outreach: The area of Outreach includes promotion of the Great Commission Budget,
evangelism and church growth, foreign missionary promotion, and service programs. The Elder is
responsible to see that persons gmgointed to give leadership to these tasks [see &7435757].

Area of Education: The area of Education includes responsibility for Sunday School work for
children, youth, and adults; Friends Youth programs; and literature distribution. The Sunday 5ab s
task force of teachers is secured by the Elder in cooperation with the Senior Pastor and Administrative
Council. The Elder is also responsible to see that other tasks are performed by suitable persons [see
#748& 758761].

Area of Stewardship: Tharea of Stewardship includes stewardship promotion, supervision of the
church finances and also the work of the Trustees. The Elder is responsible for the care and
performance of these tasks [see #&4862-764].

Work Assignments for Elders [see #7455}l Elders must work in close cooperation with the Senior
Pastor in getting the right programs adopted and then helping in their implementation, and at the
appointed time providing to the Elder of Stewardship a proposed budget of expenditures needed by
their areas. The Elder of Stewardship with the Treasurer (who may be requested to meet regularly with
the Administrative Council, if it so desires), will draw up a reasonable budget for the Administrative
Council to discuss, and as approved by the Admatist Council, to be carried to the Congregational
Meeting for action.

In Churches of 511 100 Members
Organization of the Church

While based on the organization of the smaller church [see #702], churched@® Bdembers may

appoint one or more Coortitors to assist the Elder with his or her responsibility, as the work load
demands and as qualified personnel become available. The church should be careful that one person
does not have more than one eldership or coordinatorship. These Coordinaitdsbsheominated

by the Nominating Committee. With the appointment of Coordinators, initial steps will be made
toward the development of commissions of which the Elder will be the chairperson.

Administrative Council: The Administrative Council will cimte to consist of at least the senior
pastor and the five elders [as listed for the small church, see #703]. All other pastors and ministry
(programming) personnel may attend as resource people at the request of the senior pastor.

Operation: Paragraphs06-709 under the operation of the smaller church are applicable to the
operation of this size church as well [see also #564].

The Administrative Council shall recommend to the Congregational Meeting, and it to the Nominating
Committee, that Coorditars are needed to assist the Elders in their work. The Administrative
Council shall determine the job description for the Coordinator, which may be one of the two
following descriptions:

a. A Coordinator may give general assistance to the Elder, with tber Enaking specific
assignments.

b. A Coordinator may assist the Elder by assuming a job description listed among the Coordinators
in the larger church commissiofsee #752764].
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726 The times of the Administrative Caoas forcthelsiballer meet i ngs
church, as does the work area of the Administrative Council and of the Elders [€e@15] Except
that in this size church, Commissions will begin to assist the Elders in their work area.

730 In Churches of 101i 150 Members

731 Organizatimal Chart [see pagd#8]

732 Task Forces and Committee Appointments [see #&80
733 Administrative Council

734 Size: In churches with 101 members or more, the Administrative Council will usually include persons
serving in the following positions:

Senior Pastor

Presiding Clerk (an Elder)

Elder of Spiritual Life Commission
Coordinator for Worship Services
Coordinator for Spiritual Renewal
Coordinator for Overseers

Elder of Outreach Commission
Coordinator for Evangelism and Church Growth
Coordinator for Foreign M&ons
Coordinator for Service Programs

Elder of Education Commission
Coordinator for Child Education
Coordinator for Youth Education
Coordinator for Adult Education
Coordinator for Literature

Elder of Stewardship Commission
Coordinator for Stewardship Pration
Coordinator for Finance
Coordinator for Trustees

All other pastors and ministry (programming) personnel may attend as resource people at the request
of the Senior Pastor.

735 Meetings of the Administrative Council: The Administrative Council shoulétnag least once a
month at a regularkget time and at the call of the chairperson as often as business requires.

736 Officers: A chairperson and secretary are to be appointed by the Administrative Council from among
its members to serve for a yeards ter m.

737 Agenda: The chairperson is to arrange the agenda for each meeting after consultation with the Senior
Pastor and Elders as to business that will be forthcoming and in such a way as to put the most
important business first. Normally the agenda will follhig outline:

Devotions

Minutes of the last meeting

Old business

Reports and proposals from the Senior Pastor, Eldpresenting their Commissions
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