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General Instructions for the 
Use of the Application for 

Membership

• Upon receipt, the applicant fills out the 
first three sections, and signs and dates the 
“Membership Covenant.” In addition, the 
applicant will fill out the personal informa-
tion under the “Record of Membership.”

• After Administrative Council approves the 
applicant for membership, the Chairman 
and Secretary of Administrative Council 
sign and date the “Report of Administrative 
Council.”

• After the Congregational Meeting accepts 
the applicant for membership, the Presiding 
Clerk and the Senior Pastor sign and date 
the “Church Covenant’ and fill in their por-
tion of the “Record of Membership.” In ad-
dition, the applicant and the Senior Pastor 
sign and date the “Record of Membership.”

• After all sections are filled out, signed, and 
dated, the original top portion of the applica-
tion is returned to the applicant (the church 
may want to keep a copy) and the bottom 
portion “Record of Membership” is given to 
the church statistician.

Introducing...
The Friends Church

OUR BELIEFS
The Friends Church does not advance new 
teachings or doctrines.  Instead we have 
sought to rediscover New Testament teach-
ings and put new applications to them.

As Friends we believe:
• God is our Father
• Jesus Christ is “the Word...made flesh” for us.
• The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, Strengthener,
       and Guide. 
• The Bible is the written Word of God 
 inspired by Him.
• A person receives forgiveness through 
 repentance for sins and belief in Jesus  
 Christ as Savior.
• The mission of the Church is to communicate 
 the Good News of salvation to all people 
 everywhere.

OUR PURPOSE
1	 Friends	believe	in	a	personal	and	meaning-
	 ful	faith	in	God	as	a	foundation	for	living.

“If you believe that Jesus is the Christ - that He 
is God’s Son and your Savior - then you are a 
child of God. And all who love the Father love 
his children too.” (1 John 5:1 LB)

2		 Friends	emphasize	putting	beliefs	into		
	 action,	thus	demonstrating	loving	concern		
	 for	others.

Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” (Matthew 544)

This is our example today in a society 
steeped in hate, revenge, and violence.

OUR HERITAGE
As a denomination Friends have an impressive his-
tory, not because of the name, the technique, or the 
doctrine, but because God has blessed those who 
have given themselves to Him in sacrificial service.

The Friends Church began more than three hun-
dred years ago in England under the leadership 
of George Fox, a man who experienced personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and spent his life 
sharing this experience with others. Those early 
Friends made great contributions to the spiritual 
and social needs of their country, religious liberty, 
Christian education, and care for the suffering.

Before long the Friends (also called Quakers) began 
coming to the new world along with the other colonists 
and soon there were thousands of Friends in Ameri-
ca. In 1682 the colony of Pennsylvania was founded 
by William Penn, an outstanding English Quaker, 
as a refuge from persecution for fellow Quakers.

When other Americans moved west, so did the 
Friends, taking with them their faith. Among the 
first priorities for these pioneers was the establish-
ment of a group for worship and a meetinghouse in 
which to conduct such worship. By 1812 Friends 
in Ohio had united to form Ohio Yearly Meet-
ing of Friends. They held their annual meetings at 
the Mt. Pleasant Yearly Meeting House for many 
years. Later Damascus became the headquarters 
and place of meeting. In 1965 the Church moved 
its annual sessions to Malone University in Canton. 
Currently, the headquarters is located at the World 
Outreach Center in Canton, Ohio. Additionally, an-
nual sessions are held each July in Canton, Ohio.

In 1971, the name, Ohio Yearly Meeting, was 
changed. It is now known as the Evangelical Friends 
Church - Eastern Region (EFC-ER), and it partici-
pates actively in a larger group of Friends across the 
nation known as the Evangelical Friends Church 
North America (EFC-NA).

Evangelical Friends Church
Eastern Region

Covenant 
of 

Membership
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               A Personal 
                   Touch...

• Congratulations to Josh and Betsie Walker on the birth of 
their son, Seth Christopher (7lbs., 6 oz., 19  1/2 inches. 

He was born on December 14, 2010.
• Congratulations to Jeremiah and Elisha Kutz on the birth 

of their son, Judah David (9 lbs. 5 oz., 21 inches). 
He was born on December 23, 2010.

• Our deep sympathies to Pastor Don Luellen and family on 
the passing of his wife, Norma. She passed away  on

January 9, 2011 at the age of  89.
• Our sympathies to the family of Ruth Luddington, widow 

of retired Friends Pastor Charles Luddington. She passed 
away on December 3, 2010, at the age of 89.

• Our sympathies to Milford Landwert and family on the 
passing of his wife,  Marjorie Landwert on February 19

 at the age of 83. Marjorie wrote Sunday School curriculum 
and served as Board President for both Christian 

Education Board and Executive Board for EFC-ER.
• Our sympathies to Laurel Notturno and family 

on the recent passing of her father.
Please keep these Friends in prayer:

• Janet Linger continues to recover from hip replacement 
surgery on January 28, 2011.

2011 CALENDAR*
March
4	 	Nominating Board, WOC	 	       9:30 am
11	 	CE Board,  Camp Gideon, 	 	       4:00 pm	
11-12	 	CE Retreat, Camp Gideon	
18	 	Youth Board, Morgantown, West Virginia	
18-20		SOY Retreat, Morgantown, West Virginia	
19	 	Friends Action Board, WOC		       9:30 am
24	 	Missionary Board, WOC	 	       9:30 am
April
1	 	Pension Board, WOC	 	       9:30 am
7	 	Executive Committee, WOC		       1:00 pm	
22	 	W.O.C. Office closed for Good Friday	
24	 	Easter Sunday, HE IS RISEN! 
29	 	Malone Baccalaureate	
30	 	Malone Commencement	 	  
29- May 1 	Men in Missions Retreat, Morengo, OH	
May
6-7	 	Malone Spring Board Meetings
12	 	E. P. & E. Board, WOC	 	       9:30 am
  14    Communications Bd., WOC		       9:30 am
17-20  Spring Pastor’s Conference
	 (Sandy Cove Ministries in North East, MD.)
  20	 Ministerial Accreditation Board  
  21	 Finance Board, WOC	 	       9:30 am
26	 	 Executive Bd., WOC	 	       9:30 am
June
	 	EFM Meetings in Colorado	
July
15	 	New Pastor’s Orientation, WOC	       9:30 am
15	 	Executive Board, WOC	
16	 	Yearly Meeting Board Meetings (AM)	
16	 	Yearly Meeting Missionary Banquet	
16-19	 	Yearly Meeting, Canton, OH	
16-19	 	EFC-ER Youth Conference, Canton, OH 	  
August
September
8	 	Executive Committee, WOC		      1:00 pm
16-18	 	WMF Fall Retreat, Seven Springs, PA
October
7-8	 	Malone Fall Board Meetings
13	 	Missions Board
13	 	Friends Adult Retreat, Amish Door in Wilmot, OH
21	 	Youth Board, location TBA	  	  
November
3-5	 	EFC-NA Commission Meetings, Colorado
11-13 Youth Explosion, Willoughby Hills Friends
19	 	CE Board	 	 	 	      9:30 am
17	 	Executive Committee, WOC	                    1:00 pm  
  24    WOC Office Closed for Thanksgiving	
December
6	 	North Mini Conference, Wilmot, OH
8	 	Southern Mini Conf., South Hill, VA
24	 	WOC Office closed for Christmas

Membership Certificates
now available only on line.

		          At this time, we will not be selling  
		       Membership Covenant Forms

 at Lion & Lamb Bookstore. 
They are now available on line

as a pdf (legal-size paper) at 
the EFC-ER website in the

 “Resources “ portion of the website:
http://www.efcer.org/392

Christian Ed. Elders, Sunday School 
Teachers and Pastors your church has 
				    received a packet of 
				    AFRICA materials:

 Helpful, child-friendly, mission
 focused materials have been sent

 to each church from the EFC-NA 
 Christian Ed. Commission.  

These materials were produced exclusively for Friends in 
cooperation with Barclay Press. Additional materials on 
Friends in Africa are available for free, using links through 
the Barclay Press website. The exact link is listed below:
www.barclaypress.com/infodesk.php/christian-education-resources
More materials featuring additional mission fields will be coming 
in the future. Special thanks to this Commission for their hard work 
and commitment to expanding the understanding of our children.

 Men in Missions 
     Retreat!
April 29 - May 1 

Joel Penton
5-Ring former OSU football champion... 
turned down pro offers to speak for God

April 29-May 1
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Speaking of Numbers... 
2010 statistics were due February 15th... 

Congratulations to our top 10 
Churches providing Yearbook Stats!

1. Byhalia (OH)
2. Orange (OH) 

3. Madison Cornerstone (OH) 
4. Peniel (VA)

5. Hughesville (PA)
6. Barberton (OH)

7. East Richland (OH) 
8. Salem Southeast (OH) 

9. Lisbon Trinity (OH)
10. Somersville (OH)

All church stats were due byFebruary 15th
...Thank you for your efficiency in these

necessary details. We appreciate it!

Camp Gideon’s
 2011 Schedule...
Kids Camp (grades 3-5)	 	 	 June 12-17
	* NEW*   High School Retreat (grades 9-12)	 June 17-19
	Adventure Camp (grades 4-6)	 	 June 19-24
	Challenge Camp I (grades 7-9)	         June 26- July 1
	Day Camp (grades K-2)	 	 	 July 5-8
	Father/Son Camp (grades K-6)	 	 July 8-10
	* NEW*  Splash Camp (grades 3-5)	 	 July 10-15
	Challenge Camp II (grades 6-8)	 	 July 16-21 
	* NEW*  Sports Camp (grades 4-6)	 	 July 24-29
	* NEW*  Arts & Drama Camp (grades 4-6)	 July 24-29
Mother/Daughter Camp	(grades K-6)	 July 29-31
	Mini Camp (grades 2-4)	 	         July 31-Aug. 2	

Camp Needs Volunteer Nurses... 
Camp Gideon is inviting trained nurses to spend a week at camp...
You’ll get great food, lodging, and lots of fun with energetic kids... 
We’d love to have one volunteer for each week of summer camp. 
Call the WOC for more information.          

What’s New at Camp? 
* High Schoolers are invited back for a weekend camp.
* Splash Camp will get everyone very wet...
* The Sports Camp  and The Art & Drama Camp 
		 are offered at the same time.*
• The Art & Drama Camp focuses on finding God through the fine arts. 
• Sports Camp uses our athletic abilities to experience God 
		 in a fun and exhilarating way.

SOY
(Sponsors of Youth) 
has a new name:

RE: CONNECT
This retreat is designed to help
  	connect with God, 
   • 	with other youth leaders, 
   • 	with calling in ministry.   
   • and connect with training & 
     resources that equip effective 
     ministry..
A new name and, yet the 
same fellowship, practical 
help, support and fun! 
Join in a GREAT WEEKEND!

Complete brochures
 have been mailed 

to every church and 
are available online:

 www.efcteens.org

Spring 2011

“Christian Ed.
  Overnighter” 
   March 11 - 12,  2011

EFC-ER CE BoaRd announCEs:

The Joy 

of God’s  CallJoin ouR CE BoaRd
FoR an inspiRing, Fun and 

hElpFul onE-night sEminaR 
at Camp gidEon in 

mEChaniCstown, ohio

Who Should  Attend?
Full, part time, and volunteer Christian Education workers. Churches 

should seriously consider bringing at least 10% of your C.E. Team.

Why Should You Attend?
Learning is what we’re all about! Come and get some ideas to help impact 
your children and adults with the knowledge of Christ!
The CE Retreat is a time for you to be taught, motivated, 
challenged, and inspired in your personal life first,
 and then to your ministry 

leadership role.

Seminars Include: Three “tracks” of Seminars available: 
•Elders & Leadership • Children • Adult and Teen

Each participant will have the opportunity to attend three separate seminars.Some 
may choose to attend all three of one track, or one seminar from each track.

ELDERS & 
LEADERSHIP

1 - Leading with passion
2 - Where to find 
 educational materials
3 - Recruiting Can be Fun!

CHILDREN’S 
1 - Why have Children’s Ministry?
2 - Learning Styles can make
   a difference
3 - Discipline as guidance

ADULT & 
TEEN

1 - Many ways to 
 Study the Bible
2 - Spiritual Growth
 of a Leader
3 - New Teen Ideas, 
 Anyone?

Looking for ideas & encouragement 
in the area of Christian Education? 

Sign up NOW for the CE Retreat at Camp Gideon March 11 - 12, 2011

March...a great time 
       to connect with Friends!
CE Retreat March 11-12
register immediately to ensure it’s a go!

March 13: Willoughby Hills Friends
Church hosting “Love Worth Fighting For”

March 18-20: SOY Retreat

2011 EFC-ER	          Spring 
Pastors Conference

May 17-20, 2011
Brochures coming in Mid-March

Guest Speaker:
Dr. David Williams

professor at 
Barclay College


