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“Two Firsts”
Apparently, the man was not sincere. An “expert in religious law,

he tried to trap Jesus with this question:
Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?

Fair enough. Great question, especially if - unlike this teacher - you ask it in eamest.

“Jesus replied, 'You must love the Lord your God with all your heart,
all your soul and all your mind. This is the first and greatesi commandment. "

And then Jesus continued: “A second is equally important: Love your neighbor as vourself
The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandmenis. "
{Mau. 22: 35-40, NLT)

If we pay attention, we can learn a great deal from this conversation.
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Jesus is the bnghlesi, tmest man who ever ]wed, and ln.'. is patlem But he is a.ls:u dlswmmg and
undeterred by insincere conversationalists.

And he is, after all is said and done, the majestic King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

9/ .
He refuses to be side-tracked by trickery or diversionary cynicism.
And in the process, he shows us the true nature of our own hearts.

Almys.
If we actually love God like this, we will be .
. . quick to forgive {Mark 11:26)
. . intentional, passionate reconcilers, not quarrelers (2 Cor 5: 16fT)
. . . eager to serve others, not demanding they serve us (John 13)
willing to love, desiring God's best - even for our enemies (Luke 6: 27ff)

4/ Jesus insists tha :
H: calls 1he two luvcs nqua]!y lmpurtunt
Sometimes, we try to give ourselves a loophole by reasoning, “God knows that 1 love him with
all my being, but surely he understands that I, being fully human, simply cannot stand certain
people and that’s just the way it's going to be.”
Nice try, but no go.
Jesus came to set us free from that sort of self-serving compartmentalization.

His “two firsts” - loving God and loving people - help us to become more like him, and in the
process, flesh out the power and the purification that only he can bring to our wayward hearts!
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A Personal
sx  Touch...

* Congratulations to Josh and Betsie Walker on the birth of
their son, Seth Christopher (71bs., 6 0z., 19 1/2 inches.
He was born on December 14, 2010.

* Congratulations to Jeremiah and Elisha Kutz on the birth
of their son, Judah David (9 lbs. 5 0z., 21 inches).
He was born on December 23, 2010.

* Our deep sympathies to Pastor Don Luellen and family on
the passing of his wife, Norma. She passed away on
January 9, 2011 at the age of 89.

* Our sympathies to the family of Ruth Luddington, widow
of retired Friends Pastor Charles Luddington. She passed
away on December 3, 2010, at the age of 89.

* Our sympathies to Milford Landwert and family on the
passing of his wife, Marjorie Landwert on February 19
at the age of 83. Marjorie wrote Sunday School curriculum
and served as Board President for both Christian
Education Board and Executive Board for EFC-ER.

* Our sympathies to Laurel Notturno and family
on the recent passing of ber father.
Please keep these Friends in prayer:
» Janet Linger continues to recover from hip replacement
surgery on January 28, 2011.

Christian Ed. Elders, Sunday School
Teachers and Pastors your church has

s ven) received a packet of
s | AFRICA materials:

Helpful, child-friendly, missiong

. Q
focused materials have been sentg

1934 2009

ese materials were produced exclusively for Friends in
cooperation with Barclay Press. Additional materials on
Friends in Africa are available for free, using links through
the Barclay Press website. The exact link is listed below:

More materials featuring additional mission fields will be coming

in the future. Special thanks to this Commission for their hard work

and commitment to expanding the understanding of our children.
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Men in Missions
Retreat!

5-Ring former OSU football champion...
turned down pro offers to speak for God
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Membership Certi icatesq

(———| now available only on line. )‘
)( S| At this time, we will not be selling )
)( . Membership Covenant Forms )‘
| SR at Lion & Lamb Bookstore. (
)( They arc;l no;w a})ai.lable on 5ine )(
as a egal-size paper) at

)1 the %Pf é -ER 'websgté’;'n the :‘
) “Resources “portion of the website:

1__ http://www.efcer.org/392 t‘

2011 CALENDAR®

March
4 Nominating Board, WOC
11 CE Board, Camp Gideon,
11-12 CE Retreat, Camp Gideon
18 Youth Board, Morgantown, West Virginia
18-20 SOY Retreat, Morgantown, West Virginia

9:30 am
4:00 pm

19 Friends Action Board, WOC 9:30 am

24 Missionary Board, WOC 9:30 am
April

1 Pension Board, WOC 9:30 am

7 Executive Committee, WOC 1:00 pm

22 W.0.C. Office closed for Good Friday

24 Easter Sunday, HE IS RISEN!

29 Malone Baccalaureate

30 Malone Commencement

29-May 1 Men in Missions Retreat, Morengo, OH

Mam

6-7 Malone Spring Board Meetings
12 E.P. & E. Board, WOC 9:30 am
14 Communications Bd., WOC 9:30 am

17-20 Spring Pastor’s Conference

&Sandy Cove Ministries in North East, MD.)

20 inisterial Accreditation Board
21 Finance Board, WOC 9:30 am
26 Executive Bd., WOC 9:30 am
June
EFM Meetings in Colorado
July
15 New Pastor’s Orientation, WOC 9:30 am

15 Executive Board, WOC

16 Yearly Meeting Board Meetings (AM)

16 Yearly Meeting Missionary Banquet

16-19 Yearly Meeting, Canton, OH

16-19 EFC-ER Youth Conference, Canton, OH

August
September
8 Executive Committee, WOC
16-18 WMF Fall Retreat, Seven Springs, PA

October
7-8 Malone Fall Board Meetings
13 Missions Board
13 Friends Adult Retreat, Amish Door in Wilmot, OH

21 Youth Board, location TBA

November
3-5 EFC-NA Commission Meetings, Colorado
11-13 Youth Explosion, Willoughby Hills Friends
19 CE Board 9:30 am
17 Executive Committee, WOC 1:00 pm
24 WOC Office Closed for Thanksgiving
December
6 North Mini Conference, Wilmot, OH
8  Southern Mini Conf., South Hill, VA
24 WOC Office closed for Christmas

1:00 pm

* Dr. John P. Williams, Jr., General Superintendent

* Dr. Wayne Evans, Florida & Western Area Superintendent
+ Ken Albright, Piedmont & Virginia Area Superintendent

« Chris Jackson, Eastern Area Superintendent
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 Speaking of Numbers N | March...a great time _ .
(X1 . '
2010 statistics were due February |5th... !:ces:th Friends!
2 o mﬁ : / 0/ register IMMEDIATELY to ensure it’s a go!
W‘d‘:’é tag Looking for ideas & encouragement
1. Byhalia (OH) in the area of Christian Education?
2. Orange (OH) e
3. Madison Cornerstone (OH)
4. Peniel (VA) U
5. Hughesville (PA) “Christian Ed,
6. Barberton (OH) Overnighter
7. East Richland (OH) March 11-12 2011
8. Salem Southeast (OH)
9. Lisbon Trinity (OH) Sign up NOW for the CE Retreat at Camp Gideon March 11 - 12, 2011

10 Somersville 070
March | 3: Willoughby Hills Friends
AU chuneh, stats wene due by Februany 15tk iLove Warth Fioh

... Thank you for wz{/ummiéte/ae
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Camp Gideon’s / SOY

{7l Sponsors of Youth
2011 Schedule... (0 make)youirmoye Lgs a new name):
Kids Camp (grades 3-5) June 1217
#NEW* High School Retreat (grades 9-12) June 17-19 This retreat is designed to help
Adventure Camp (grades 4-6) June 19-24 ‘°;’l‘:h‘;:’h':’r‘ G°°u‘:’h eaders = EErS
Challenge Camp | (grades 7-9) June 26- July 1 « with ca,,,-,,gy in ministry, Complete brochures
Day Camp (grades K-2) July 5-8 * and connect with training & to every church and
Father/Son Camp (grades K-) July 8-10 ity T Caupeffecive AT ot online:
#*NEW* Splash Camp (grades 3-5) July 10-15 A new name and, yet the
Challenge Camp Il (grades 6-5) July 16-21 f;‘.‘,‘,fJff,’.?t !
¥NEW® Sports Camp (grades 4-6) July 24-29 Join in a GREAT WEEKEND!
#NEW® Arts & Drama Camp (grades 46)  July 24-29
Mother/Daughter Camp (grades K-6) July 29-31
Mini Camp (grades 2-4) July 31-Aug. 2

What’s New at Cam!()?

* High Schoolers are invited back for a weekend camp.

* Splash Camp will get everyone veBy wet...
* The Sports Can:f and The Art & Drama Camp
are offered at the same time.*
¢ The Art & Drama Camp focuses on finding God through the fine arts.
* Sports Camp uses our athletic abilities to experience God
in a fun and exhilarating way.
Camp Needs Volunteer Nurses... = o , : ), o
Camp Gideon is inviting trained nurses to spend a week at camp... a = e Guest Speaker:
You’ll get great food, lodging, and lots of fun with energetic kids... i o i Dr. David Williams
We’d love to have one volunteer for each week of summer camp. L . professor at
Call the WOC for more information. == Barclay College

* Dr. John P. Williams, Jr., General Superintendent < Dr. Wayne Evans, Florida & Western Area Superintendent
+ Ken Albright, Piedmont & Virginia Area Superintendent  « Chris Jackson, Eastern Area Superintendent



